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Will You Vote for the Environment
on November ath?

Introduction
by CWAC President Dean Hoegger

America needs a new environmental movement,
and Wisconsin should lead the way beginning with the
November 5th election.

There is reason to believe Wisconsin environmentalism
could be led by young people ages 18 to 29. A Pew Research
Center survey found that 78% of this age group think harm
to people from climate change “will get a little or a lot worse
in their lifetime.” Let this group lead the way on climate
change issues!

Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, known as PFAS,
are a significant and serious concern in Wisconsin due to

contamination of drinking water and locally caught fish.
PFAS are known to be human endocrine disruptors and
are linked to numerous kinds of illnesses including breast
and prostate cancer. Young people need to be especially
concerned because they are at the greatest risk of harm
because of bioaccumulation of PFAS over their lifetime.
Let this group lead the way on demanding state action on
protection from PFAS!

Water is one of Wisconsin’s most precious resources.
The value placed on this resource is evidenced by the
great number of communities who have revitalized
their waterfronts. Water is a main attraction for outdoor
enthusiasts who enjoy boating, fishing and swimming.
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That resource continues to be at risk from
contamination, especially from non-point source pollution,
primarily from agricultural activities such as the spreading
of millions of gallons of untreated liquid manure. Beach
closings, due to e-coli contamination, are commonplace
in northeast Wisconsin, which especially impacts
young families vacationing with children. The Outdoor
Foundation reports that nationally, over 50% of people
engaged in paddling sports such as canoeing, kayaking,
and paddleboarding, are also a younger group under 35
years old. Let this group lead the way to demand greater
protection from agricultural runoft!

Protecting our public lands should also be a priority
for young people. The average hunter’s age is 42.3 years, but
more significantly, the average age for boys beginning to
hunt is 12 and for girls it is 17. Fishing also attracts young
people with an average starting age of 13. Let us join the
young voters to vote for conservationists who will protect
public lands for future generations.

We need to engage Generations Y and Z who have
much at stake in the coming election. Please help us grow
a new environmental movement and encourage young
people to lead the way with votes for the environment on
November 5th!

Read more in this issue about the environmental
concerns at stake in the November election and learn more
at https://conservationvoters.org/23-24-conservation-
scorecard and https://scorecard.lcv.org/

By Rick Adamski

How will you vote for clean water in our next election?
Citizens have the choice of voting for several different
candidates for the public office positions each election cycle.
What level of confidence will we have with our election
choices?

I encourage everyone to vote. If you are eligible to vote it
is extremely important to cast a ballot with your choices for
each office. It is important that each voter takes the time to
know their own values. From that basis, one can begin with
a solid base to cast a ballot for the candidates of their choice.

The act of voting alone does not make one a
responsible citizen. It is essential that we regularly engage
with our elected representatives. There are many ways to
communicate with them. You can call and leave a message
with one of the aides that works in their office. You can
send an email. You can write a letter. You can join an
organization, like the Clean Water Action Council that
supports your values. Some organizations schedule days
at the Capitol or a local event. Participation at this level
informs the elected officials how we feel about issues.

The election cycle seems to be never ending. It is hard
to imagine that people decide how to vote based upon the
commercials for or against candidates. It seems like no
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one appreciates these commercials, yet we continue to be
inundated with more and more of them every election.
Furthermore, these commercials emphasize the conflict
with their opponent, further enhancing political division in
our country.
In Adam Grant’s 2021
Bl Naw York Time: Bestieller . .
e o <t oo vt s e vnse | DOOK, Think Again — The
: Power of Knowing What
T H I *N K We Don’t Know, the author
740 encourages all of us to engage
with others to learn from our
differences and from what
‘{ we don’t know. He states,
m‘ 5 <« .
' We see disagreement as a

A D A M threat to our egos, rather
than an opportunity to learn.
GRANT

We surround ourselves with
people who agree with our
conclusions, when we should
be gravitating toward those
who challenge our thought process. The result is that our
beliefs get brittle long before our bones. We think too much
like preachers defending our sacred beliefs, prosecutors
proving the other side wrong, and politicians campaigning
for approval — and too little like scientists searching for
truth. Intelligence is no cure, and it can even be a curse:
being good at thinking can make us worse at rethinking.
The brighter we are, the more blind to our own limitations
we can become.”

The values that we raise with our actions can be
reinforced by engaging with, not only like-minded
individuals, but also with politicians that we didn’t vote for.
We can impact more by attending events that we don’t agree
or support to learn the values that support their beliefs. It is
important to engage with more people to continuously raise
the values of a healthy ecosystem.

Elections are important. I encourage all of you to vote
on November 5. Do not wait until then to engage with the
candidates. Do not expect to learn enough about them from
their commercials. Do your own research about them. Give
the candidates a call or an email with a question about how
they will (or would have) voted on the PFAS remediation
bill. Ask them about how they will work to reduce
phosphorus from fouling our surface waters. Ask them
about climate change and how they will work to change our
trajectory towards increasing climate chaos.

It is essential, that “We the People” reclaim the narrative
about the most important issues affecting all of us, because
we know that the path bringing us to this point will not
solve our problems.

Please vote and engage with all your elected officials.
Become an active citizen.


https://conservationvoters.org/23-24-conservation-scorecard
https://conservationvoters.org/23-24-conservation-scorecard
https://scorecard.lcv.org/

By Charlie Frisk

Politicians like to claim that environmental protection is
a bipartisan issue, stating that everyone is concerned about
protecting the environment. This may have been true in
the past, but today’s government shows that environmental
protection is one of the biggest partisan issues.

This wasn't always the case. Under the Nixon
administration, the EPA was created, the Federal Clean Air
and Clean Water Act, and the Endangered Species Act were
all passed. Even more indicative of the bipartisan nature of
environmental protection at that time was what happened
when Nixon attempted to veto the Clean Water Act. In the
Senate his veto was overridden 57-12 with 17 Republicans
crossing the party line, and in the House his veto was
overridden 247-23 with 96 Republicans voting to override.

The new conservative mantra calls for less government
regulation and less government ownership of land.
Environmental protection is impossible without both of
those things. The big swing of the Republican Party to a
strong anti-environment stance can be traced to one day;
January 20, 1981, the date Ronald Reagan was sworn in as
President.

President Reagan’s antipathy to the environment was
illustrated by one of his first actions as president; the
removal of the solar panels installed by his predecessor,
Jimmy Carter, from the White House. Reagan’s hostility
toward environmental protection stood out with his
appointments of James Watt as Secretary of the Interior, and
Anne Gorsuch as Secretary of the EPA.

Prior to his appointment, Watt had been president of
the Mountain States Legal Foundation, an organization
best known for advocating for the selling of federal lands to
mining, logging, and ranching interests. At his appointment,
Watt stated, “We will mine more, drill more and cut more
timber on Federal lands”

Prior to heading up the EPA, Gorsuch had worked
as a lawyer fighting the very environmental regulations
that the EPA enforced. During her time as EPA head, she
cut the EPA budget by 22%, reduced the number of cases
filed against polluters by over 70%, and hired staff from
industries the EPA was regulating. At the end of Gorsuch’s
tenure, the EPA had been turned into a non-functional
agency with most of the top scientists and regulators either
having been fired or resigning in frustration.

The 2024 Presidential election offers a choice between
two diametric candidates when it comes to protecting the
environment. Voters will decide this November whether
the U.S. will continue to move ahead on combating climate
change and working to protect the environment, or whether
we will move into an environmental “dark age” and forfeit
previous progress on environmental issues.

How will you vote on November 5th?

The Economic Impact of Water

By Jane Benson

Wisconsin Water and Its Importance
Water quality is essential for the health of the
environment, people, and the economy. In Wisconsin, this
is evident in lakes, rivers, and streams. The bay of Green Bay
is the largest freshwater estuary in the world, and connects
to Lake Michigan, part of the Great Lakes. The Great Lakes
hold about 90% of the freshwater in the United States.
Protecting water resources at all government levels
is crucial, and organizations like the Clean Water Action
Council urge you to elect candidates in November 2024
to state and federal office who will responsibly engage in
regulation, funding, collaboration, and support to protect
these vital resources.

Threats to Water Quality

Multiple factors threaten water quality in Wisconsin.
Agricultural runoff from megafarms, such as concentrated
animal feeding operations (CAFO’s), introduce animal
waste and fertilizers into water bodies. This leads to harmful
algae blooms that deplete oxygen and produce toxins that
can cause sickness or death in people and animals. This
can even create large “dead zones” in surface waters where
animals cannot survive. High levels of animal waste and
farm chemicals can contaminate private wells, as well as
municipal water systems.

“Algae bloom fueled by nutrient-rich runoff. Photo credit J. Val Klump”

Industrial pollution adds to these threats, with factories
sometimes releasing waste containing harmful substances
like PFAS “forever chemicals,” which we are currently
unable to completely remove once they enter ground
and/or surface waters. These contaminate drinking water
supplies, contributing to cancer, infertility, and other health
problems. PFAS are known contaminants in fish where they
bioaccumulate, making it dangerous for people to eat the
fish. Mining processes are an additional threat to our waters.

Climate change exacerbates all these challenges by
causing stronger storms and increased flooding. Heavy
rainfall can carry pollutants into the water, making
treatment and removal more difficult.
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Invasive species, like zebra mussels and Eurasian
watermilfoil, present ongoing threats to the Great Lakes,
endangering the $4.5 billion fishing industry and the jobs it
supports. Species like the round goby affect native sportfish
by consuming their eggs.

Benefits of Clean Water

Despite so many threats, clean water is critical. Access
to clean water is a basic requirement for public health to
prevent waterborne diseases, reduce healthcare costs, and
human suffering.

It supports local economies through tourism, fishing,
and recreational activities like boating and swimming,
boosting businesses such as restaurants and hotels.

Water tourism on Lake Mendota in Madison.
Photo credits: Richard Hurd via Flickr.

The bay of Green Bay becoming a National Estuarine
Research Reserve (NERR) further underscores the
economic benefits of maintaining clean water. As climate
change progresses, the Great Lakes’ freshwater value will
increase, likely attracting “climate migration” of people
moving where there is freshwater.

Economic Impact of Polluted Water

Pollution can significantly harm local economies. It
often leads to decreased property values near contaminated
water bodies, as potential buyers worry about health risks,
thereby reducing tax revenue and affecting the budget for
public services.

Areas with polluted water also face increased healthcare
costs as residents may suffer from illnesses caused by
contaminated water, straining local economies and families’
financial stability. Pollution also diminishes community
pride affecting identity and social cohesion.

Prevention Versus Cleanup

Addressing water pollution effectively leans towards
prevention rather than cleanup. This means implementing
stricter farming and industrial regulations/enforcement, and
encouraging sustainable practices, like using cover crops to
prevent soil erosion and nutrient runoff.
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Cleanup can require advanced technology and
resources, making it costly. The cleanup of industrial
pollution from paper companies on the Fox River illustrates
this, having cost over $1 billion over 20 years. The
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources has long faced
underfunding and understaffing, hampering enforcement of
water regulations and necessary pollution remediation.

Four Greatest Economic Effects of Clean Water

1. Public Health Savings: Clean water is essential
for preventing waterborne diseases and reducing
healthcare costs.

2. Environmental Protection: A right balance needs to
be struck between businesses and the environment.
Jobs that hurt people and the environment should
not take priority over our stewardship of Wisconsin’s
waters. Companies that knowingly pollute should be
held accountable.

3. Increased Property Values: Clean water bodies
enhance real estate values and attract higher property
prices.

4. Boosted Job Creation: Clean water sustains
commercial fishing, tourism and recreational
activities, greatly impacting local economies. In 2022,
outdoor recreation contributed around $10 billion to
Wisconsin’s economic impact and supported nearly
100,000 jobs.

Conclusion

Ensuring clean water in Wisconsin is vital for
community health and economic prosperity. The benefits
of maintaining clean water surpass the challenges of
pollution. By regulating polluters, investing in prevention,
and maintaining high water quality standards, Wisconsin
can: protect its environment, prepare for climate migration,
grow its economy, and secure a better future for subsequent
generations.

Voting for candidates who support these initiatives is
fundamental in achieving these goals.

Public Lands Belong to You. Protect Them
When You Vote.

By Charlie Frisk

One of the most controversial topics in Washington
D.C. today is the future of our public lands. One side feels
that federal lands such as National Parks, National Forests,
Wildlife Refuges, and Bureau of Land Management Lands
should be turned over to the states or counties, or sold off to
private interests. A similar battle is being fought at the state
level; Wisconsin being a prime example. When Scott Walker
was governor his budget required the DNR to prepare a list
of state properties to be put up for sale to the highest bidder.
The other side believes that public lands represent our
democratic principals at their finest, and should continue to
remain in public ownership.



Writer Wallace Stegner once said, “National Parks are the best idea we
ever had. Absolutely American, absolutely democratic, they reflect us at
our best, rather than our worst” America’s national parks, wilderness areas,
national forests, and wildlife refuges not only protect America’s crown
jewels, but they also guarantee public access to all Americans, from the
lower class through the upper class.

Photo courtesy of the WDNR.

This concept of publicly owned land was a truly American concept; in
Europe not only the crown jewels of land were owned and controlled by the
wealthy, pretty much all land was off limits to the working class, unless they
were needed to work on it. Today most of the other countries have seen the
value in national parks, and have copied our system.

Public lands are also valuable as a storehouse for biological diversity.
Over 70% of the big game mammals in the Western U.S. are found on
public lands. Many of the species that are more specialized in their habitat
requirements are found only on public lands. I think it would be safe to say
that were it not for public lands species such as gray wolves, bighorn sheep,
grizzly bears, mountain lions, wolverines, and California condors would all
have been extirpated from North America. Here in the Midwest the only
reason why we have gray wolves in Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan
is because the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness in Minnesota
provided a refuge area for wolves up until the Endangered Species Act was
passed in 1973. They had been completely exterminated everyplace else in
the Midwest.

But not everyone agrees with the value of public lands. The 2012 GOP
Platform stated, “Experience has shown that in caring for the land and
water, private ownership has been our best guarantee of conscientious
stewardship, while the worst instances of environmental degradation have
occurred under government control. Congress should consider whether
parts of the federal government’s enormous land holdings and control of
water in the West could be better used for ranching, mining, or forestry
through private ownership; the enduring truth is that people best protect
what they own.” Under this bizarre logic a mining corporation practicing
“mountain top removal coal mining” is doing a better job of protecting
mountains than the National Park Service does of protecting Yellowstone
National Park.

When conservatives aren’t calling for outright sale of federal public
lands they are pushing for turning those federal lands over to the states. But
few states could afford to own and manage the federal lands within their
borders. The bulk of federal lands are in the Western states. Eight Western
states received nearly 50 million acres from the federal government upon
becoming states, and have already sold 32% of it to private interests.

Public lands belong to all of us; they are places to recreate and interact
with nature. I have backpacked, canoe camped, and just simply played

tourist in national forests, national
wilderness areas, and national parks.
Those have been the finest experiences of
my life. Many of our best public lands I
will never have the time to visit, but I hope
I can go to my grave with the knowledge
that the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge

is still a refuge for wildlife, and not an
environmental wasteland despoiled by the
oil industry.

In the upcoming election find out
where the candidates stand on the issue of
public lands. Do they believe in keeping
them open for the public and protecting
the values that caused those lands to be set
aside in the first place? Or do they want to
sell them off to the highest bidder, in many
cases to be logged, mined, or drilled for oil;
but even under the best of circumstances
to no longer be available for public use.
These are your lands, you have a right;
no, an obligation to future generations,
to know where the candidates stand on
public lands.

By Charlie Frisk

For many decades hunters and
anglers were the primary force driving the
conservation movement in this country,
but in recent years sportspeople have not
been as noticeable in the conservation
movement. Whether they know it or not,
many sportspeople vote against a healthy
future for hunting and angling every time
they step into the voting booth.

Most of the heroes of the conservation
movement in the late 1800s and early
1900s were men who hunted and fished.
Teddy Roosevelt, an avid hunter, is
considered to be the greatest conservation
president in the history of the country.
Roosevelt promoted legislation eliminating
market hunting and is considered the
father of the federal wildlife refuge system,
along with a host of other contributions
toward environmental protection.

Aldo Leopold loved both hunting and
fishing and wrote about his experiences
in Sand County Almanac. Leopold’s
writings about a land ethic totally changed
the way millions of people look at their
relationship with nature.
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Sigurd Olson was president of the Wilderness Society
and was influential in the creation of the Boundary Waters
Canoe Area Wilderness, which helped establish Voyageurs
National Park in Northern Minnesota and the Apostle
Islands National Lakeshore in Wisconsin. He was an avid
hunter until his death at 92.

One of the main reasons sportspeople have become less
involved in the conservation movement is because of the
National Rifle Association. The NRA has convinced many
hunters that if the Democrats gain enough power their guns
will be confiscated.

I'm a 70-year-old man who has hunted since I was old
enough to carry a pellet gun, and I am one of many that do
not support the NRA’s viewpoint. We are hunters who believe
tougher gun regulations are needed. There are many countries,
such as Germany and Canada, in which hunting is very
popular yet have far tougher gun regulations than the U.S.

Author Charlie Frisk (far left) with pheasant hunting companions.

Despite being an avid hunter, I support tougher gun
regulations regardless of any inconvenience it may pose to
me, since I understand there is a greater picture at hand. The
numerous families who have suffered the devasting results
of mass shootings far surpass any inconveniences I may
experience as a gun owner with tougher regulations.

As an example of the NRAs influence, over 80% of
sportsmen voted for George W. and George H.W. Bush. The
Bush’s rewarded this support by launching an all-out assault
on the wildlife resources on U.S. Forest Service and Bureau
of Land Management properties, consistently favoring oil
and gas interests over fish and wildlife. They weakened
enforcement of the federal clean air and water acts, and
gutted federal protection for wetlands.

Sportsmen need to think about what really represents
the greatest threat to the future of hunting and fishing in
this country. Is it a government boogie man coming to take
their guns away, or is it the loss of suitable habitat and public
access until there is nothing left for hunters or anglers.

How can sportspeople know which candidates will
really work for the continued health of fishing and hunting?
The following are signs that a candidate is not a friend of
sportspeople:
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» Promotes eliminating all gun control regulations.

« Promotes stocking of fish and game as the primary

role of fish and wildlife management agencies such as the
DNR. If hunters and anglers can be trained to think of
wildlife as a product that comes out of the back of a truck,
rather than from nature, the incentives for sportspeople to
support protecting wildlife and fisheries habitat are lost.

« Promotes elimination of all predators. A healthy
environment is supportive of all wildlife in the food chain.

« Promotes “improving” the DNR by breaking it into
several organizations, a tactic that could better be defined
as gutting the DNR.

The following are signs that a candidate will be supportive
of sportspeople’s interests:

« Expresses strong support for clean air and water and
protecting the forests, prairies, wetlands, lakes and streams
necessary for maintaining fish and wildlife populations.

« Expresses strong support for maintaining public lands
such as national forests and access to those lands for
hunters and anglers.

« Promotes strong government policies to control
climate change. Climate change is the greatest single
threat to future fish and wildlife populations. Biologists
have predicted that if climate change continues unabated
both the ruffed grouse and the brook trout will no longer
survive in Wisconsin.

Another way to evaluate candidates is to go to the
Wisconsin Conservation Voters scorecard for state
candidates https://conservationvoters.org/23-24-
conservation-scorecard and the League of Conservation
Voters scorecard for national candidates https://scorecard.
lcv.org/. Some politicians talk pro-environment when they
are campaigning, then vote anti-environment at every turn.

The upcoming presidential election is incredibly
important for sportspeople to get out and vote for true
friends of the environment.



https://conservationvoters.org/23-24-conservation-scorecard
https://conservationvoters.org/23-24-conservation-scorecard
https://scorecard.lcv.org/
https://scorecard.lcv.org/

Project 2025 Would Be an Environmental
and Health Disaster

By Debra Noel

The proposed document, Project 2025-Mandate for
Leadership: The Conservative Promise, a nearly 1000-
page proposal was written by members of the Heritage
Foundation, a activist American conservative think tank.
The writers include over 140 previous executive branch
administration members. One of the presidential campaigns
is trying to distance the candidate from Project 2025..
However, one candidate has strong ties to the content of the
document. Be sure you understand what the implications
would be if Project 2025 is implemented by the next
administration.

The Inflation Reduction Act is designed to reduce
greenhouse gases by 41% by 2030, which can slow climate
change, improve air quality, public health, and reduce
dependency on dirty fossil fuels. The US’s current target
under the Paris Agreement is to achieve a 50-52% reduction
by 2030. This will take an administration willing to forgo
increased drilling for oil and natural gas. If drilling was to
increase under the next administration, the US would also
likely miss its global climate pledge by a wide margin, with
emissions only falling to 28% below 2005 levels by 2030.

Most of the efforts to reduce climate change will be
eliminated if Project 2025 is put in place. Funding for
government programs across the board will be cut, while
eliminating experts and career scientists from many
positions. Project 2025 proposes to cut or eliminate
many federal government agencies along with its statutes
and regulations that safeguard public health, safety, and
environmental justice. Positions appointed would not
be determined based on scientific research, but rather
appointments based on what would fit the Project 25 plan.
Executive orders by a president could allow extreme changes
to be made at will.

Critical agencies like the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA), Department of Energy, and the Department
of Interior would be curbed from environmental oversight
or completely eliminated. The effects will be great.

Energy efficiency requirements for household appliances,
vehicles, and businesses would all be scrapped or reduced
significantly.

Tracking emissions, managing environmental
pollutants and chemicals, and performing climate change
research would no longer be performed by these agencies.
Unleashing all of America’s energy resources by eliminating
federal restrictions for fossil fuels on public lands will
dramatically increase drilling, fracking and gas exports.
The reduction or elimination of federal funds for renewable
energy technologies would allow new fossil fuel power
plants to be built under this plan.

Arctic Oil Drilling courtesy of NOAA.

Studies to assess social costs and health impacts from
toxic emissions and chemical exposure will be greatly
reduced or eliminated. PFAS regulations and toxic chemical
clean-up regulations will be jeopardized by Project 2025.

Our wildlife, native plants, trees, land, water, and air
will be negatively impacted. Sensitive Federal Lands and
Reserves may be sold, developed, mined, or tapped for oil
and gas. Endangered species and protected species may no
longer be protected, and the elimination of conservation and
sustainability programs, such as the Conservation Reserve
Protection (CRP) program, will further jeopardize sensitive
areas. Much of our country’s wetlands will be reduced
since the Clean Water Act will be cut when we need more
protection not less.

Mountain top strip mining. Courtesy of Library of Congress

Project 2025 focuses on deregulation and downsizing
of the U.S. Department of Agriculture by eliminating all
USDA regulations. The goal is for production to be as cheap
as possible with no consideration of the consequences. That
means reduced regulations for pesticides, herbicides, GMOs
(genetically modified foods).

Subsidies for farmers would be cut. Does that sound like
a healthy sustainable plan for farmers, the environment, and
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citizens? Project 2025 cruelly threatens to
eliminate or cut programs to feed the poor
such as SNAP and Temporary Assistance
for Needy Families program. Over 40
million people depend on these programs.
Climate Change disasters from
extreme heat, raging wildfires, flooding
from hurricanes, excessive rain events,
unpredictable tornadoes, and drought are
happening more frequently and are more
widespread. We need as much science
and research to predict, prepare, respond,
help reduce and counteract these forces
of nature and human impact of climate
change. NOAA and the National Weather
Service help do that and more. We need
these organizations to continue. Project
2025 suggests eliminating the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) and the National Weather Service
and replacing them with for-profit private
companies.

i l
Phoirio by Brsil Geetelar

Photo courtesy of National Weather Service

There are many additional extreme
concerns with Project 2025 besides having
to do with the environment. We need an
anti-Project 2025 majority in the house,
senate and presidency to stop Project 2025.
Will you vote to protect America from the
Project 2025-Mandate for Leadership: The

Conservative Promise?

Resources:

Project 2025-Mandate for Leadership: The Conservative
Promise https://static.project2025.0rg/2025_Mandate-
ForLeadership_FULL.pdf

FACT SHEET: One Year In, The Inflation Reduction Act is
Driving Historic Climate

Project 2025 plan calls for demolition of NOAA and
National Weather Service https://yaleclimateconnections.
org/2024/07/what-project-2025-would-do-to-climate-
policy-in-the-us/

How Project 2025 Puts People and Our Planet in Peril
(foodandwaterwatch.org)

What Project 2025 would do to climate policy in the US »
Yale Climate Connections

Right-wing opponent to conservation lists Wiscon-

sin as part of 2024 plans https://wisconsinexaminer.
com/2024/07/29/right-wing-opponent-to-conservation-
lists-wisconsin-as-part-of-2024-plans/
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SCOTUS Chevron Decision a Risk to Human Health
and the Environment

By David Verhagen

The Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUSY) is not on the
ballot this November, but SCOTUS should be an issue in this presidential
election. That is because of recent Court decisions that have overturned
laws that had been settled a long time ago and had become an accepted part
of our democratic system.

One case, known as the “Chevron” doctrine, is not as headline-grabbing
as decisions regarding presidential immunity or overturning Roe vs Wade,
but which is a decision that will hamper efforts to protect clean water and
the environment. That is what CWAC is all about, and why we think it
is important that you value a candidate’s preferred nominees to serve on
SCOTUS.

Congress passes laws, but no law can write in stone every possibility
where that law may apply. Thus, Congress empowers federal agencies to
interpret and apply the laws they pass. Agencies have relied upon their
scientists and expert staff to write clean air and clean water regulations, to
make medicines available to the public and to take others off the market,
to require safety air bags in automobiles, and so on. Federal regulations are
not dictated by agencies. They are developed over time with the input of
stakeholders and subject to a lengthy review process.

The “Chevron” doctrine refers to a decision made in 1984 where the
Court decided that federal agencies could use their expertise to interpret
whether a violation of a law’s regulations had occurred. When a company
or other organization felt a regulation was wrong or a citation for violating
regulations unjust, and then sued in Court to have it changed, the Chevron
doctrine instructed judges to defer to the federal agencies’ expertise so long
as the agency decision was judged to be reasonable.

This most recent decision says that
when challenged, federal agencies can no
longer rule whether a law’s regulations
have been violated. Only a judge can
decide. Even in cases with dense technical
issues requiring great expertise, SCOTUS
now says a politically appointed judge is
the only one to decide whether a violation
of law has occurred.

Judges with no background in an issue
are now able to throw out regulations
developed over decades. Regulations that
were often written in response to changing
circumstances or newly developed
scientific understanding of problems
that the original law was meant to
address. Empowering agencies to develop
regulations within the scope of the law
was the intent of Congress. SCOTUS now says that Congress erred giving
agencies such power.

The ultimate effect of this decision will be to leave most health, safety
and employment regulations to the states. Each state would be on its own
to regulate air quality, clean water, automobile safety, health insurance
standards, and so on. Most environmental harms do not respect State
borders. And manufacturing concerns have exploited state-by-state
regulation, creating a race to the bottom when it comes to worker pay and

Image courtesy of PickPik.
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safety, pollution abatement, and consumer protections. A
federal response had been seen as providing clear, uniform
rules for business to follow anywhere in the country. This
decision undermines that consensus.

An immediate outcome of this decision as reported in
Healthcare Chief Executive will be “a rash of lawsuits from
hospital groups and health insurers suing Medicare and
Medicaid because administrative decisions made by the
agency running these programs paid them less than they
had claimed”. They will charge that under this new SCOTUS
ruling, only a judge can disallow a contested portion of any
expense claim that they make. The cost of throwing out the
Chevron doctrine poses a very real threat to these essential
health care programs as an avalanche of lawsuits is expected
in the coming months.

Dean Rosen is a healthcare consultant who has advised
GOP Senate leadership. He suggests that throwing out the
Chevron doctrine will impede the ability of public health
agencies to respond to emergency health crises such as
hurricanes, natural disasters and epidemics (such as was
done during the Covid epidemic).

Craig Greens, Temple University professor of law and
government, suggests that “The outer limits of what the
FDA could do to keep food and drugs safe has been shifted
dramatically backward. This is true across the board, that’s
what were told. Chevron is not just abolished for one agency
or one field of law, but rather for administrative agencies
across the board. And this produces uncertainty, it produces
weakness, and it produces risk”

The only certainty at this point is that there is going to
be an explosion of lawsuits brought by companies disputing
agency interpretation of regulations. Judges, not qualified
experts, will decide their outcome. Our next president must
seek to restore some balance on the Court and turn it away
from the partisan ideology that now undergirds many recent
decisions.

Vote for Climate Change Action
in November

By George Mason, Guest Writer

An Economist/YouGov Poll conducted on 11 June, 2024
showed that only 42% of Americans view Climate Change
and the Environment as very important to them. This
overall number is insufficient to accomplish any meaningful
action on the global warming we face. Among declared
Democrats, 66% view the issue as very important, while
among Republicans, only 18% view it as very important.

This drastic difference in American’s views toward
Climate Change reflects a 30-year effort to minimize the
issue by the economic and extractive players in the US fossil
fuel industry. Any brief scan of right-wing media on the
topic reveals an outright belligerence toward any type of
policy that would mitigate US Carbon Dioxide emissions.
In fact, a troll of right-wing media and social media sites
reveals that in some cases, there is a strident call to increase
emissions.

Organizations like the CO2 Coalition continue to
provide nonfactual information to right-wing and regressive
climate change deniers. Led by an ex-Princeton Professor,
William Happer, this organization is funded by fossil fuel
industry leaders and investors and now has a “pet” Nobel
Prize winning physicist on their board. A review of papers
published by Happer and the CO2 Coalition reveal a
political battleground scattered with peer-rejected papers
and misinformation that fuels the anti-Climate Change
lobby. Any review of social media sites related to Climate
Change reveals the use of CO2 Coalition materials to
attempt to refute the issue. This misinformation is reflected
in every election in the last decade.

In 1986 I traversed Hinman Glacier in Washington
State. In 2022 Hinman Glacier was declared extinct. Neither
I nor my children nor grandchildren will ever experience
that glacier again. In that same year I dove the Eastern Dry
Rocks Reef oft Key West, Florida. In February of 2023 I
returned to that reef to find a broken wasteland of Staghorn
and Elkhorn corals with no remnant of any other species.
The normal reef sounds of a vibrant, healthy reef were gone,
the only sound to be heard was that of Green Parrot-fish
munching on dead coral where algae had found a home.

2023 Photo of the Eastern Dry Rocks Reef

My children and I are lucky. Due to my military
assignments, they know what an Alpine Glacier looks like
and my older children have snorkeled an Indian Ocean reef.
This November I will visit the last healthy reef on the planet
in Raja Ampat, Indonesia. In January I will survey seven
Caribbean reefs. I know what I will find in the Caribbean
following the extreme temperatures experienced in the
summer of 2023. As I revisit glaciers and reefs across the
planet, I am finding a world that is completely different from
the one I knew in the 1980s.

The main culprit in all of this is carbon dioxide, a
molecule with a carbon atom covalently bonded to two
oxygen atoms. This molecule absorbs infrared radiation
and re-emits it centered on a wavelength of 15 microns. A
product of the combustion of fossil fuels, CO2 remains in
the atmosphere for over two hundred years. CO2 molecules
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from the first internal combustion engine in 1860 are still

in our atmosphere. The Mauna Loa (and now Mauna Kea)
observatory has been monitoring atmospheric CO2 for the
last 66 years. There is no good news in the daily data. Next
May, when seasonal CO2 peaks, we will break the record for
the highest annual concentration for the 67th year in a row.
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A call to action for the audience that is comprised
of CWAC members is preaching to the choir. While the
misinformation campaigns continue, a severe gap exists
in the level of concern between voters between the ages of
18 and 29, and those above age 45. Obviously, your vote is
needed to overcome the opposing political interests that
would minimize the crisis. We need to move beyond just
focusing on voting and transition to deeper activism. A
recent Chicago Tribune article on climate change presented
this quote from an interview with a young voter: ““Climate
change is the unifying crisis of our time,” said Avi Horwitz,
a 24-year-old Chicago native, but he hasn't heard his
concerns about it adequately reflected by either major party
presidential ticket””

We owe it to our posterity to push harder on every
front to enact science-based Climate Change legislation.
Our grandchildren will never traverse Hinman Glacier,
they won't dive the Eastern Dry Rocks. Their world will
be fundamentally different than ours. Change isn't easy,
but it is paramount. I hope you will join me at the polls on
November 5th. But more importantly, I hope you will join
me in telling the story, of what was, and what could be.

George Mason is a retired Army Colonel and past treasurer of CWAC in
1994. He holds a BS degree in Earth science and an MA in International
Relations. He was a Harvard National Security Fellow in 2012 where he
studied global energy policy. He is an avid mountaineer and scuba diver.

Protect Our Water From CAFOs With
Your Vote in November

By Crystal Brown

In the Summer 2024 Edition of our newsletter, we
focused on concentrated animal feeding operations (CAFO)
expansion within the state of Wisconsin and across the
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nation, and the many concerns related to their operation
that threaten water quality.

According to the Wisconsin Department of Natural
Resources (DNR), as of August 6, 2024, there are 339 active
permits for CAFO operations in the State of Wisconsin,
with 26 new permits being considered. The state has only
15 Regional CAFO specialists who are responsible for
monitoring these permitted operations, with a state-wide
average of 24.3 CAFOs per monitoring specialist (including
proposed permits). In the Northeast Region alone, there
are 121 permitted facilities, with 11 new applicants in
process. Nearly one third of the state’s CAFOs are located
in our region. There are only 5 CAFO specialists in this
region, averaging 26.4 operations per personnel (including
proposed permits).

In the Wisconsin State Senate Districts 2 and 30, which
will be up for election this fall, both districts contain a
total of 49 CAFOs in their boundaries, covering Brown,
Menominee, Oconto, Shawano, and Outagamie counties,
making this a relevant issue for constituents and the
environmentally minded public officials.

As we consider our decisions for electing local public
officials in the fall election, it will be important for voters
to evaluate the stance of candidates on these issues. An
environmentally-minded candidate may consider the
following to promote clean water as it pertains to CAFO
regulations:

« Returning local control to counties and municipalities
to regulate CAFO expansion by revising legislature such
as the Wisconsin Livestock Facility Siting Law.

« Increasing funding support and personnel expansion
for DNR CAFO enforcement staff.

« Support initiatives that focus on organic and
regenerative farming practices through legislation and
funding support.

Wisconsin Conservation Voters provides a scorecard
for statewide politicians and candidates, highlighting their
stances on environmental and water protection issues.

To find out more information about these resources and
research your legislators, go to https://conservationvoters.
org/scorecards


https://conservationvoters.org/scorecards
https://conservationvoters.org/scorecards

Vote for Action on PFAS Pollution

By Dean Hoegger

PFAS refers to a broad class of per- and polyfluoroalkyl
substances numbering in the 1000s. They have been used
in many products because of their heat, stain, and sticking
resistant properties. According to many health experts,
exposure to PFAS has been linked to a growing list of health
problems, including immune system suppression, lower
birth weight, birth defects, kidney disease, and increased
risk for some cancers, including prostate cancer. These
chemicals are referred to as forever chemicals because they
are very slow to break down and can persist indefinitely in
the environment.

Exposure to PFAS can include exposure to products
treated with PFAS such as furniture and clothing, and food
contamination from cooking on PFAS treated pans and
food from PFAS treated packaging materials. Consumption
advisories for eating PFAS contaminated fish have been
posted for some Wisconsin lakes and are another source
of food contamination. Currently, the greatest known risk
comes from drinking PFAS tainted water from both public
and private wells.

Surface and ground water
have two primary sources of
contamination. Firefighting
foam is a major source of
the PFAS chemicals PFOA
and PFOS in communities
where the foam was used
in trainings or actual fires,
primarily near airports or
testing facilities, such as the
Tyco Company in Marinette.
Further contamination of
soil occurred across the state
when contaminated sewage
sludge was spread as a biosolid fertilizer on farm fields.

While this practice is a known threat, it has not been
banned. Sewage sludge is also sold as a fertilizer by some
utilities, such as the Milwaukee Metropolitan Sewerage
District, which sells the sludge as Milorganite.

Cleaning up contamination and providing safe drinking
water should be a high concern to voters in November.
Although far more is needed, President Biden set aside $1
billion for PFAS safe drinking water. Attorney Rob Bilott,
who successfully sued Dupont Corporation for over $600k,
rejects the idea that taxpayers should be paying for this. He
believes the polluters should be held responsible.

This brings us to issues here in Wisconsin where $125
million in the state budget for PFAS safe drinking water has
been held up until the passage of the PFAS bill. Governor
Evers vetoed the bill, citing language in the bill that would
weaken the state’s spills law, which gives the DNR authority
to hold polluters accountable. An attempt by the legislature
to override the veto failed.

Is your water PFAS free? Contact
your local water utility or have your
well water tested. CWAC photo.

Some of the related headlines read:

» “Wisconsin Republicans block PFAS cleanup until
polluters are granted immunity. GOP-controlled
committee thwarting distribution of $125m budgeted by
legislature until polluter immunity approved.”

The Guardian, June 15, 2024.

» “Wisconsin Republicans ignore governor’s call to spend
$125M to combat so-called forever chemicals”
Associated Press, April 16, 2024.

» “PFAS cleanup funds are latest battleground in fight
over money and power in the Capitol”
Wisconsin Examiner, April 16, 2024.

At the time of this writing, the funds are still held up
even though the joint finance committee could release
the funding without the passage of the bill, which it has
routinely done so.

In the meantime, the DNR proposed updating the state’s
PFAS standards to align with the more protective federal
standards. Wisconsin’s standard for PFOA and PFOS in
drinking water is 70 parts per trillion (ppt). The federal
standard is 4 ppt for PFOA and PFOS, but also 10 ppt for
PFHxS, PFNA and HFPAA-DA.

While it would take up to three years for Wisconsin to
adopt the new standards, it should be known that the federal
standards are enforceable, but will we still have an EPA and
Justice Department that would act to protect human health
in Wisconsin and across the country after the November 5th
election?

The Action in Clean Water Action Gouncil

By Dean Hoegger, CWAC President and Executive Director

Please renew your membership for 2024. Thank you,
if you have already done so.

Memberships are for a calendar year. We keep your
membership active even when you renew later in the year,
but please renew as soon as possible, and maybe donate a
little more if you forgot to renew in 2023.

To check your membership status, look at your address
label which shows your last renewal year. Emailed
newsletters include the last renewal year in the body of the
email. Membership donations are critical as they account
for nearly half of our operational funds. Employee salaries
are paid from a trust fund, our Packers’ concession stand,
and grants, not from membership donations.

You can mail your membership donation with the
enclosed or attached form or go online to http://www.
cleanwateractioncouncil.org/membership/. If we have your
current membership information, then all you need to do
is click on the “Donate” button on our website’s home page
or in our email signature block. Please know that you do
not need a PayPal account to pay with a credit card, and a
monthly donation is an option.

We are thankful for members who wish to sponsor any
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of the following, starting at the $250 level: newsletter ($800
per issue), intern ($500 per semester).

We would like to thank the members who helped with
recent membership mailings, the monthly water samplings,
and education about the hazards of coal tar pavement
sealant. There are many volunteer opportunities with
CWAC. Some are at the office, some outdoors, and another
is volunteering at our Packers concession stand. Contact us
to volunteer by calling 920-421-8885 or email us at contact@
cleanwateractioncouncil.org.

Please consider joining our Planned Giving Circle of
Friends to bequeath a donation to CWAC from your estate.
See the planned giving mini poster in this issue and contact
us with any questions.

Below are the actions that member donations
supported in the last three months.

Be sure to contact us if an environmental issue arises in
your community. CWAC is here to support citizen action.

Our Office Has Moved

A reassignment of offices across many departments at
UW-Green Bay occurred in May. We are now in 310P, Rose
Hall. If you come for a visit, park in the Wood Hall lot.
No permit is required for visitors. Rose Hall is the second
building from the parking lot.

Get Our Weekly Update by Email

Each Tuesday, our Administrative Assistant Gracyn
Holcomb emails the CWAC Weekly Update with Actions,
Permits, Jobs, Events, In the News Updates, and Resources.
We have upgraded to the Constant Contact email newsletter
service, which makes the Update easier to read. If would like
something posted in the Weekly Update, please send us your
information by Sunday evening to be posted the following
Tuesday. If you are a member with an email address, and
you are not getting the CWAC Weekly Update, check your
spam folder before emailing us to request to be put on the
mailing list.

If you are reading this newsletter as a non-member,
email us at contact@cleanwateractioncouncil.org to be
placed on the free Weekly Update list. Emails are sent via
BCC to protect your privacy.

Legal Actions

As a citizen organization, an important function of
CWAC is to take legal action on behalf of our members
to protect human health and the environment. Here is an
update on ongoing actions:

Our Effort to Ban High Coal Tar Pavement Sealants
Continues

These sealants contain polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons (PAHs), which are known to be a serious
health threat. According to the Army Corps of Engineers,
children living near surfaces treated with this sealant have a
13-fold increased risk of developing certain cancers. Lifetime
exposure can result in a 38-fold higher risk of some kinds of
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cancer. Children living near parking lots or playgrounds
treated with coal tar sealant are at the greatest risk for
developing certain cancers during childhood. One sealcoat
company owner objecting to a statewide ban stated that he
has used it on many playgrounds without any complaints.

Children ingest house dust and soil
when they put their hands or objects
into their mouth. Much of the estimated
excess cancer risk associated with the
ingestion of PAH-contaminated soil
and house dust is incurred during early
childhood.

Courtesy of U.S. Geological Survey

The state will not ban the product, at least not in the
next few years. Therefore, we need your help to seek local
bans through village and town ordinances. Contact us to
help get an ordinance passed in your community. Click
this link for a slide presentation on the topic: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=_zyTSpzvwbk

This summer, with financial support from the Sisters
of St. Francis of the Holy Cross, we provided educational
materials on this issue to municipal leaders in Appleton,
Ashwaubenon, Bellevue, Howard, Menasha, Neenah,
Pulaski, Shawano, Waupaca, and Wrightstown.

We are hoping some of these communities will invite
us to give a presentation about the threat and will ban the
sealant. If you live in one of these communities, please
reach out to an elected official and encourage the official to
schedule a presentation or simply ban the product. We can
also provide sample ordinances for adoption.

CWAC Alerts Readers about Pollution Permits, Hearings,
and We File Comments.

We monitor notices for new water pollution
permits and renewals, and then alert over 750 readers
via our emailed Weekly Update. Email us at contact@
cleanwateractioncouncil.org to receive the privacy protected
emailed update sent once a week.

Cultivation Monitoring Near Waterways.

We have been investigating sources of runoff pollution
in the Bairds Creek watershed after noticing a severe change
to its water quality after moderate rainfalls. Using online
mapping and a drone at site visitations, we are finding that
that most cultivation is adhering to the 5' setback, but that
the setback is grossly inadequate, especially where corn is
planted. Corn fields are a major source of nutrient runoff
because the soil is exposed between corn stalks, unless a
cover crop is associated with the corn planting. Some of
the sites will require additional legal research to see if a 35'
setback would apply.

Contact us if you have a site you would like us to
investigate.
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The Wisconsin Manufacturers and Commerce vs the DNR
case. Breaking news! On September 11, the Wisconsin
Supreme Court agreed to hear this case.

We supported the DNRs role to protect the public from
PFAS and other chemicals by submitting friend of the court
briefs for this case over the past two years. The State Court
of Appeals found in favor of the WMC claim. The DNR
and the Wisconsin Attorney General’s office filed a motion
for the WI Supreme Court to hear the case, which it did.
Midwest Environmental Advocates (MEA) previously filed
a brief requesting the Court consider friends of the court
briefs from us, and the Court granted that motion. MEA
will file briefs for us in support of the DNRSs case.

The loss of the DNR’s authority would likely significantly
increase pollution from a host of chemicals that would no
longer be regulated by the Spills Law. The Court’s decision
will have far-reaching implications for the DNR’s ability
to protect Wisconsin citizens from toxic environmental
pollution. Hopefully, the Supreme Court will uphold the
intent of the Spills Law and over 40 years of case history.

Informing members about PFAS legislation, SB 312

Since its introduction in May of 2023, we have followed
this bill and informed members about our concerns. SB
312 has been coined “the bill with the poison pill” by
environmental groups. One concern was that it would
weaken the state’s Spills Law, which allows the DNR to hold
polluters responsible for testing, cleanup, and remediation
of chemical contaminations. Fortunately, Governor Evers
vetoed the bill, but the legislature has held up $125 million
in funding for PFAS mitigation and providing safe drinking
water to thousands of Wisconsinites.

The Petitions to the EPA for Enforcement of The Safe
Drinking Water Act and the Clean Water Act.

The EPA took no recent action on these ongoing
petitions. We are hoping that meetings with the EPA will be
held before the end of this year.

Educational Efforts in the Community

Monitoring Compliance with Wisconsin’s Outdoor Events
Recycling Laws.

We have begun grading outdoor events for compliance
with Wisconsin Recycling Laws and sharing that grade
with readers and urging them to contact local officials to
either congratulate or reprimand their efforts. Recent events
receiving a grade include Blues by the Bay, Ellison Bay, A;
Harmony by the Bay, Sturgeon Bay B; Packers vs Ravens
game, Lambeau Field, C+; Peninsula Players outdoor bar
area, C; Big Bull Blues Festival, Wausau, C; Alpine Resort
Live Music, Egg Harbor, F; Algoma Music in the Park, F. See
the recycling report card rubric in our Weekly Update and
send us event grades.

United Nations International Day of Peace, September 21
in Appleton. CWAC board member John Gosling is
scheduled to exhibit for us and share our newsletters and
literature.

CWAC to participate in the Environmental Roundtable at
the Third Avenue PlayWorks, on Tuesday, October 1

with other local environmental leaders and advocates.

See Mark Your Calendar for more details.

Food Waste Composting Workshop. The workshop is offered
on October 8. See the poster for more information.

Dinner and a Movie Night will begin on October 1. Join
fellow CWAC Members for an evening of food, fellowship,
and film. See the poster for more information.

These Presentations Are Available from CWAC.

Here is a list of current presentations that can
be given in-person or via Zoom. Call or email us for
scheduling. The presentations can be tailored to your group’s
geographic location, age, and available time. Also, contact us
if you would like us to promote or co-sponsor your event or
presentation.

« Citizen Action to Protect the Waters of Northeast
Wisconsin

o Using Local, State, and Federal Laws to Protect the
Waters of Northeast Wisconsin

o Communities on the Road to Zero Waste
o The Health Hazards of Burn Barrels

o The Health and Quality of Life Hazards from
Manure Spraying

o The Health Threat from Coal Tar Pavement Sealants
 Micro-plastic Pollution from Clothing

» Food Waste Composting Made Easy

Newsletter Outreach

The Summer 2024 Newsletter, CAFO Expansions
Continue... was sent to 550 members in June. There are a
limited number of printed newsletters remaining. Contact
us if you would like to distribute some to friends, the
public, or organizations. Newsletters are also available on
our website at: https://www.cleanwateractioncouncil.org/
newsletter/. Let us know if you would like printed copies of
any of our previous issues.

Outreach through Media Contacts

CWAC sends press releases to local media, and we are
often contacted to comment on developing environmental
issues. John McCracken from Investigate Midwest
interviewed us regarding CAFO issues in NE Wisconsin:
Wisconsin towns are trying to limit CAFO growth. Big
Dairy is fighting back, and Seren Warland, a doctoral
student at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign,
interviewed us about how we collaborate with other
environmental organizations.
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Website Updates

Updated articles, resources, CWAC events, board
member bios, and previous newsletters can be found on the
website https://www.cleanwateractioncouncil.org/.

Other Actions

Sulfur Dioxide Complaint

We received a complaint regarding odors in
central Green Bay thought to be sulfur dioxide. We are
communicating with the DNR regarding the concern and
using an EPA database to learn more about potential sources
and any companies who are not in compliance with an
air pollution permit. Updates on this will be posted in the
Weekly Update under Actions. Contact us if you have an air
quality concern in your community.

Water Sampling at Baird Creek

We began water sampling at Baird Creek in May as part
of a Lower Fox River Watershed monitoring program for
water quality including levels of phosphorus. Volunteers are
needed to complete the water sampling, usually the second
Tuesday afternoon of the month for about 45 minutes.
Please contact us if you are available to volunteer.

CWAC Attends Meetings with Other Environmental
Groups

We attend some of the monthly meetings with directors
of other state environmental groups, and we network with
other state and national organizations.

Citizen Complaints

Many of our more extensive actions, some requiring
legal work, resulted from a follow-up of citizen complaints,
such as the SO2 complaint noted above. Keep us in mind
if you have an environmental concern and our support is
needed.

CWAC Staffing Updates

We hired Crystal Brown for administrative assistance
and legal research work for 7.5 hours per week. Crystal
brings a background in nursing and outdoor education to
her work and is a valuable member of our team. See her
above. Former intern and administrative assistant Gracyn
Holcomb has a fulltime position with an Oshkosh law firm,
but provides support with our Weekly Update, Facebook,
and much more. We are pleased to have volunteer Mary
Radue working on various projects each week. Contact us if
you are interested in volunteering.

CWAC'’s Non-Profit Status

To learn more about our non-profit status and
financials, go to the Wisconsin Department of Financial
Institutions, Credential Lookup, and then go to Credential
Search for Clean Water Action Council. (https://apps.
dfi.wi.gov/ice/berg/Registration/CredSummaryDetails.
aspx?chid=933009&h=1122515367)
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Crystal Brown, Administrative Assistant

Crystal Brown joined the CWAC
staff in June 2024. She is an
ethnobotanist, forager, bio-regional
herbalist, educator, and writer/
creative. She develops educational
programming assisting students in
developing connection to nature,
self, and community through creative
outdoor experiences that incorporate
an integrative approach to health,
wellness, environmental stewardship, and personal growth.

She has a background working as a psychiatric mental
health nurse with children, adolescents, and adults focusing
on trauma-informed care, as well as working health care
administration. She holds a bachelor’s degree in nursing
from the University of Wisconsin Green Bay, and Associate
Degrees from Gogebic Community College in Ironwood,
Michigan. She has additional education in outdoor
education and Native American Studies from Northland
College, in Ashland, WI.

Crystal is a passionate Water Protector and cherishes
Lake Superior and the waters of the northern region
of Wisconsin and the UP of Michigan. She is an active
gardener and participates in the Brown County Food Forest
Coalition, focusing on the Seymour Park Food Forest and
Community Garden.

Please follow us on Facebook.
Click here for our page: Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/cleanwateractioncouncil

The owner of Greener Bay Compost, Cory Groshek,
received the award for educating the community about
the need to keep food waste out of landfills and for
providing a food waste composting service.

F -

B

GREEN =D
| ["-Zi
=10

COMPOST

Food Scraps and Organics Recycling Made Simple.

We are Northeastern Wisconsin's premier compost
company, serving the Greater Green Bay area with
our Award-Winning Residential and Commercial
Compost Pickup Services, our area's only food-waste-

focused compost facility, and year-round sales of our
nutrient-rich, contaminant-free compost!

www.GBCompost.com
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s+ MARK YOUR CALENDAR! ¢+ Meetings, Events and Happenings

MEETINGS AND HEARINGS:
Wednesday, October 9, 9:00 - 10: 30 AM

Lower Fox Total Maximum Daily Load Agricultural
Implementation Committee

Microsoft Teams Meeting

The Lower Fox River Basin TMDL Agriculture Implementation
Committee is a stakeholder group that addresses agricultural
implementation of the Lower Fox Total Maximum Daily Load.
This meeting will take place virtually via Teams and will consist
of representatives from cooperating agencies and organizations
who are involved with the Lower Fox TMDL. Learn more and
join the meeting at: https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/calendar

Friday, November 8, 10:00 AM - 12:30 PM
Groundwater Coordinating Council
Zoom Meeting

The GCC meets quarterly to discuss issues of interest and make
decisions regarding groundwater issues of concern. Learn more
and join the meeting at: https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/calendar

Wednesday, December 11, 9:00 - 10:30 AM

Lower Fox Total Maximum Daily I.oad Agricultural
Implementation Committee

Microsoft Teams Meeting

The Lower Fox River Basin TMDL Agriculture Implementation
Committee is a stakeholder group that addresses agricultural
implementation of the Lower Fox Total Maximum Daily Load.
This meeting will take place virtually via Teams and will consist
of representatives from cooperating agencies and organizations
who are involved with the Lower Fox TMDL. Learn more and
join the meeting at: https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/calendar

EVENTS:

First Tuesday of the Month at 6:00 PM
Dinner and a Movie has Returned!
Rose Hall 315, UW-Green Bay

The selected film will be announced in our Weekly Update and
Facebook page a week before the first Tuesday of every month.
Join us for a light gluten free meal, film, and conversation. Feel
free to bring additional food items and to request a film that you
would like to be shown.

October 8th we are showing the Speciesism: The Movie.
Reservations are requested by phone, 920-421-8885 or by email,
contact@cleanwateractioncouncil.org, by the Monday before.

Saturday, September 28, 3:00 - 8:00 PM
Fall Harvest Festival
Wyalusing State Park, 13081 State Park Lane, Bagley, WI

The Fall Harvest Festival starts off at 3 p.m. with carving
pumpkins at the Peterson Shelter, followed by a short pumpkin
candlelight hike and live music. Learn more at: https://dnr.
wisconsin.gov/events/93911

Tuesday, October 1, 6:00 PM
Environmental Roundtable at Third Avenue PlayWorks
239 N 3rd Ave, Sturgeon Bay, W1

Local environmental leaders and advocates share insights,
discuss pressing environmental issues, and explore ways we
can collectively make a difference in our community. This
roundtable will coincide with the upcoming production of
No Wake by Erica Berman, a powerful play that explores
environmental themes. Learn more at: https://www.facebook.
com/events/889078149764592

Wednesday and Thursday, October 2-3, 10:00 AM - 7:00 PM
National Zero Waste Conference
Zoom event

The National Zero Waste Conference is the annual two-day
virtual educational and networking event produced by Zero
Waste USA with support from partner organizations. Read more
and register at: https://events.humanitix.com/nzwc2024

Friday, October 4, 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Night Hike on the Boardwalk!

Cook-Albert Fuller Nature Center, 8166 State Hwy 57,
Baileys Harbor, WI

Owls, bats, and range lights, oh my! Come explore The Ridges
at night. You will learn about the creatures that become

active after the sun goes down and check out The Range
Lights at work as a navigational aid. Learn more and register
at: https://ridgessanctuary.org/event/night-hike-on-the-
boardwalk-3/2024-10-04/

Saturday, October 5, 1:00 PM - Sunday, October 6, 12:00 PM
Citizens’ Climate Lobby Great Lakes Regional
Conference, “Keep on Keeping On!”

Rock Valley College, Student Center, 3301 North Mulford Rd,
Rockford, IL

Solving climate change depends on having a community of
curious, informed, thoughtful, diverse and resilient advocates.
This conference aims to support your continued growth in the
movement with a variety of speakers, topics and opportunities
to connect with fellow advocates. Learn more and register

at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ccl-great-lakes-regional-
conference-keep-on-keeping-on-tickets-981912234927

Thursday, October 10, 3:00 - 6:00 PM

Swales & Ales

Cook-Albert Fuller Nature Center, 8166 State Hwy 57,
Baileys Harbor, WI

Explore the Ridges Sanctuary with Ridges Naturalists and
discover what plants in and around Door County might be
used to create different flavor profiles when brewing beer. After
walking the ridges and discussing some nature inspired brews,
you will head over to Sway Brewing to learn about the beer
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s+ MARK YOUR CALENDAR! s+ Meetings, Events and Happenings

making progress. Program fee includes Ridges Pint Glass and
Brewery pour. In Partnership with Sway Brewing Blending -
Must be 21 years or older to participate. Learn more and register
at: https://ridgessanctuary.org/event/swales-ales-2/

Friday, October 11, 6:00 - 8:00 PM

Bat Chats Guided Night Hike

Cook-Albert Fuller Nature Center, 8166 State Hwy 57, Baileys
Harbor, WI

Let’s chat about Wisconsin Bats! Join Ridges staff on a hike
through the Sanctuary, stopping to learn about the unique
adaptations and life cycle of bats. Stop along the way to capture
bats on an acoustic monitor. Suitable for ages 14 & up. Learn
more and register at: https://ridgessanctuary.org/event/bat-chats-
guided-night-hike/

Saturday, October 12, 7:00 - 10:30 PM

Night Sky Viewing

Kettle Moraine State Forest — Pike Lake Unit, 600 Powder Hill Rd,
Hartford, WI

Drop by this program at a time convenient to you, and the
Northern Cross Science Foundation volunteers will be waiting
to explore the beauty and depth of the night sky with you. The
provided telescope and educators are sure to excite you and
leave you even more curious. Be sure to bring your questions
and your bug spray. Vehicle admission is required. Learn more
at: https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/events/95601

Saturday, October 12, 8:00 - 11:00 PM
Window to the Universe
Harrington Beach State Park, 531 Co Rd D, Belgium, W1

Learn about and view the universe you call home with the
Northern Cross Science Foundation! The provided telescopes
and educators are sure to excite you and leave you even more
curious. Learn more at: https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/events/89356

Friday, October 18, 6:00 - 7:30 PM
Trails & Treats
Crossroads at Big Creek, 2041 Michigan Street, Sturgeon Bay

Kick of the “Hallow-days” and trick o’ treat on our luminary
and jack ‘o lantern lit trails. Costumes encouraged! Learn
more at: https://crossroadsatbigcreek.org/events-calendar/
month/2024-09/

Friday, October 18, 5:00 - 9:00 PM
Brews in the Zoo
Menominee Park Zoo, 520 Pratt Trail, Oshkosh, WI

A night out for the adults! Dress up in your best costume!
Local craft beers, costume contests, food trucks, raffles and
live music. Learn more at: https://www.oshkoshwi.gov/Parks/
MenomineeParkZoo/BrewsInTheZoo.aspx

<— Clean Water Action Council News

Saturday, October 19, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Terrestrial Invasive Species Management
Heckrodt Wetland Reserve, 1305 Plank Rd, Menasha, W1

This course begins with an introduction to terrestrial
invasive species, including what they are, how they affect the
environment, how they are spread, and an exploration of the
Wisconsin NR 40 regulation. You will learn about common
invasive species of Wisconsin followed by a hike around
Heckrodt to see a handful of invasive species and practice
identifying them. You will use a combination of inside and
outside learning to understand most of the control methods
that are possible and which is best for different situations.
Returning to the classroom, you will go over devising an
effective management plan. Learn more and register at: https://
foxvalleyarea.wildones.org/events/?wo_event_id=6690

Tuesday, October 22, 7:00 PM
Midwest Environmental Advocates: Environmental

Justice Awards

Zoom event

Midwest Environmental Advocates is pleased to announce that
Marco Marquez of Milwaukee, Paul DeMain of Hayward, and
Lee Donahue of the Town of Campbell are the recipients of this
year’s Bill Iwen Environmental Justice Award. Please join MEA
to celebrate the vision and dedication of fellow advocates and to
draw inspiration and strength for the work ahead. Register at:
https://midwestadvocates.org/environmental-justice-awards/

Saturday, November 9, 12:00 - 2:00 PM

Ice Age Legacy

Long Lake Recreation Area Shelter Building, N3450 Division
Rd. Cascade, WI

You will start the journey at the Long Lake Shelter Building
located by the boat launch for a brief overview and then climb
the one-mile Summit Trail to check out kames, drumlins,
eskers, kettles and other landforms created by the glaciers.
Learn more at: https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/events/89041

Saturday, December 7, 9:00 AM - 2:30 PM
Wisconsin Forests
Ledgeview Nature Center, W2348 Short Rd, Chilton, WI

This course will cover the identification of most native tree
species found throughout Wisconsin. They will discuss different
forest types in Wisconsin with their representative tree, shrub
and herbaceous species. Basic forestry concepts will be covered
and will include restoration ideas for different forest types in
Wisconsin. Weather permitting, this course will include field
activities. Learn more and register at: https://foxvalleyarea.
wildones.org/events/?wo_event_id=6692
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Calendar continued...

Friday-Sunday, December 13, 12:00 PM - December 15,
2:00 PM

94th WFU Annual State Convention
Chula Vista Resort, 1000 Chula Vista Way, Wisconsin Dells

Ninety-four years ago, our founders knew family farms were
worth fighting for. They gathered in solidarity to set policy
that would improve life on their family farms and in their
communities. WFU will continue that legacy as they celebrate
Wisconsin Farmers Union’s 94th convention. Learn more and
register at: https://wisconsinfarmersunion.growthzoneapp.
com/maincalendar/details/save-the-date-94th-wfu-annual-
state-convention-1088703

Join fellow CWAC Members
for an evening of food, fellowship, and film...

The selected film will be announced in our Weekly Update and Facebook page a
week before the event. Request a film that you would like to be shown. Join us for
a light gluten free meal, film, and conversation. Feel free to bring additional food
items. The film will be shown at Rose Hall in Room 315, located near our office on
the UW-Green Bay Campus, 2420 Nicolet Drive, Green Bay, WI 54311.

Second Tuesday of Every Month from 6:00 — 8:30 PM

Upcoming Dates:

October 8
November 12
December 10

First Showing:
October 8
Speciesism: The Movie

Reservations are requested by the Monday before by phone, 920-421-8885
or by email, contact@cleanwateractioncouncil.org.

Have you renewed
your membership for 2024?

See your newsletter label or
email notice which indicates the last
year that you renewed.

... these additional sponsors for
donations to our April Silent Auction.
Cafe Tlazo
Jake’s Pizza
Joe Rouers
Otto’s meats
Paulie’s Chop Shop
Peninsula Players
Three Eleven Bistro
Von Stiehl Winery
The Yardstick Bookstore

~

Carl & Zoomie Hardtke
and Windows of Wisconsin
for paying the balance of our office rent.

~

Sisters of St. Francis
of the Holy Cross
for sponsoring our current efforts
to educate municipal officials about the
hazards of coal tar pavement sealants
and why they should be banned.

IN MEMORIAM

We are saddened by the recent passing
of these members:

Gloria Case, Egg Harbor.
Kathy Frisk, Green Bay.
Larry Smith, Sturgeon Bay.
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Local environmental leaders and advocates
share insights, discuss pressing environmental
issues, and explore ways we can collectively
make a difference in our community.

Crossroads at Big Creek
Climate Change Coalition
Clean Water Action Council of Northeast Wisconsin
Door County Land Trust

Open Door Bird Sanctuary

The Ridges Sanctuary

Door County Environmental Council

This roundtable coincides with the TAP production of No Wake by
Erica Berman, a powerful play that explores environmental themes.

FREEEVENT

—For quéstions gontact (920) 743-1760
or Laureni@thirdavenueplayworks.org

Join Our Planned Giving
Circle of Friends

Without planned giving
donations or legacies, our
organization would not

Pé;\“ﬂ ng be able to do the work of

of Frignds! protecting human health

Circle . .
and the environment at its

current level. Please consider
supporting our endowment
fund at the Greater
Green Bay Community
Foundation with a gift in

your will or bequest.

Contact us for a
Planned Giving
Brochure

18 < Clean Water Action Council News

Food and Yard Waste
Composters Available

The composter features
a locking lid, two doors for
removing compost, and
comes in two sections plus the
lid for easy transport, set up,
and take down. It can easily
be moved to a new garden
location. Made from a sturdy
sun absorbing plastic, they
have been in operation in
Northeast Wisconsin for over
a decade.

A limited number of composters will be available
from CWAC this summer. Help the environment and
produce your own soil amendment by composting
your food and yard waste.

Food and Yard Waste Composters
can be purchased for $60 by contacting us at
contact@cleanwateractioncouncil.org
or call 920-421-8885

We can deliver and set it up in the Green Bay and Sturgeon
Bay areas, or it can be picked up at the office by appointment.

A Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) directly

from an IRA to an approved charity will exclude that amount from your taxable
income. QCDs also can help satisfy your required minimum distributions (RMDs)
and do not require that you itemize. You must be 70.5 years old to take
advantage of this tax benefit option to giving.

Gifts of Securities, including appreciated stocks, bonds or mutual fund

are another way to reduce your tax burden. They can be outright or a Charitable
Gift Annuity. No donor info is transmitted with a stock transfer.

Grant from a Donor-Advised fund (DAF) aiows

recurring gifts. It is an investment account used for charitable giving to manage
your tax situation.

A Charitable Gift AnnUity (CGA) is often referred to as a

“split gift" because a portion is an immediate donation, and a portion is invested to
for future income payments. You must be 65 or older. A CGA may be funded by
cash donations, securities, or gifts of personal property.

o
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Join or Renew Your Membership to
Clean Water Action Council for 2024!

STAFF MEMBERS

Dean Hoegger
President & Executive Director

[0 Renewal 0 New Member Date Door County

( ) $25 Individual ( ) $50 Sustaining (this amount would really help) 920-495-5127

( ) $35 Family ( ) $100 Donor ( ) $500 Benefactor Gracyn Holcomb

( ) Non-member donation of $ for Crystal Brown

( ) Other $ Administrative Assistants

( ) Please send me information about making a planned gift to CWAC BOARD MEMBERS
Charlie Frisk, Vice President

Name(s) Brown County

Address 920-406-6572

City State Zip John Hermanson, Treasurer

Door County
Phone 920-615-5978
E-mail Lauren Felder, Secretary

Jefferson County

Receive FREE newsletters with each membership.
Rick Adamski

[0 E-mailed version Shawano County

Please choose one... [ Printed version
Jane Benson

Brown County

Send check or money order to:

Clean Water Action Council
P.O. Box 9144
Green Bay, WI 54308

To pay with a credit card or to make a monthly contribution, please go to:
https://www.cleanwateractioncouncil.org/membership/

John Gosling
Outagamie County

Debra Noel
CWAC is a registered non-profit organization.

Your contributions may be tax-deductible. Thank you!

PLEASE VOLUNTEER!
(BE SURE TO PROVIDE PHONE NUMBER ABOVE)

[] the newsletter [ events [ work at office [ mailings
[ other

Office location:
310P Rose Hall, UW-Green Bay
2420 Nicolet Drive
Green Bay, WI 54311

www.cleanwateractioncouncil.org

m Find us on Facebook or updates on hearings
and current or upcoming events.

Kewaunee County

David Verhagen
Brown County

NEWSLETTER
Dean Hoegger, Editor

Bev Watkins, Graphic Design
https://www.beverlyjanedesign.com

CONTACT US
By phone: 920-421-8885

If you leave us a message, we will try
to get back to you within 24 hours.
By mail:

Clean Water Action Council

The newsletter, “Clean Water Action Council of N.E.WI” is published quarterly by
the Clean Water Action Council of Northeast Wisconsin, Inc., P.O. Box 9144, Green Bay, WI
54308, a registered non-profit charitable, educational organization.
Contributions may be tax-deductible.

P.O. Box 9144, Green Bay, WI 54308
By e-mail:
contact@cleanwateractioncouncil.org
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