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 On Saturday, May 10, Clean Water Action Council of 
Northeast Wisconsin and its Kewaunee CARES committee 
will host another Health Forum at the Stone Harbor Resort 
and Conference Center. The Health Forum: Environmental 
Links to Cancer and Human Health will feature Sandra 
Steingraber, an internationally recognized authority on 
the environmental links to cancer and human health. In 
addition to speaking about her findings on a national 
level, she will also share with the audience her review of 
Wisconsin’s cancer registry and what those findings mean to 
citizens of northeast Wisconsin.

This is a luncheon forum with locally sourced healthy 
foods provided by Trust Local Foods. There will be an 
introduction by Physicians for Social Responsibility and 
Midwest Environmental Advocates. Also featured will be 
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Ecologist, author, and cancer survivor, Sandra Steingraber, Ph.D. is an internationally 
recognized authority on the environmental links to cancer and human health.  

She lives with her husband and two beloved children in Ithaca, NY. 

CWAC Examines the Local Exposure  
to Toxic Chemicals

The World Health Organization reported this 
year that cancer rates are growing at an alarming rate 
worldwide. They estimate that new cancer cases will 
skyrocket from an estimated 14 million in 2012 to 22 
million new cases a year within the next two decades. 
Making the threat of exposure to toxic chemicals known 
to the public must become the new human rights issue of 
the twenty-first century.

Nancy Langston writes in the preface to her book Toxic 
Bodies; Hormone Disruptors and the Legacy of DES, about 
the dilemma facing a UW-Madison graduate student who 
grew up in Green Bay. The young woman had a typical 
childhood in a Fox River mill town just like many of our 
readers. This included Friday night fish fries, breathing the 
stench of paper mills, and occasional dips in the waters 
of Green Bay, all of which added to the woman’s exposure 
to the toxic chemical, polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). 
This toxin was used in the production of carbonless paper 
and other manufacturing processes. PCB exposure caused 
the toxin to be stored in her fatty tissues. As a pregnant 
woman, the graduate student faced a difficult choice: should 
she give her newborn child the benefits of breast feeding 
even though it was known that PCBs can be transferred 
in breast milk to the infant. For some women in northeast 
Wisconsin, this difficult decision remains. However, to 
much of the public, this and other toxic threats remain 
unknown.

Rachel Carson was the first national figure to assert 
that there was a strong link between human health and 
toxic substances released into the environment as early 
as the 1950s. As she was dying from cancer, she urged 
the government to pass legislation that would guarantee 
citizens the right know about poisons introduced into 
their environment. At times these toxic links have gained 
national media attention, such as the link between alar for 
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Steingraber’s highly acclaimed 
book, Living Downstream: An Ecologist’s 
Personal Investigation of Cancer and 
the Environment presents cancer 
as a human rights issue. Originally 
published in 1997, it was the first to 
bring together data on toxic releases 
with data from U.S. cancer registries 
and won praise from international 

media including The Washington Post, Publishers Weekly, 
The Lancet, and The London Times.

Released as a second edition in 2010, Living 
Downstream has been adapted for film by The People’s 
Picture Company of Toronto. This eloquent and cinematic 
documentary follows Steingraber during one pivotal year 
as she travels across North America, working to break the 
silence about cancer and its environmental links. See Mark 
Your Calendar for a listing of the film’s showings.

Continuing the investigation begun in Living 
Downstream, Steingraber’s book, Having Faith: An 
Ecologist’s Journey to Motherhood, explores the intimate 
ecology of motherhood. Both a memoir of her own 
pregnancy and an investigation of fetal toxicology, Having 
Faith reveals the extent to which environmental hazards 
now threaten each stage of infant development. In the eyes 
of an ecologist, the mother’s body is the first environment 
for life. The Library Journal selected Having Faith as a best 
book of 2001, and it was featured in a PBS documentary by 
Bill Moyers. 
 Steingraber has received many honors for her work as 
a science writer. She was named a Ms. Magazine Woman of 
the Year and later received the Jenifer Altman Foundation’s 
first annual Altman Award for “the inspiring and poetic 
use of science to elucidate the causes of cancer.” The Sierra 
Club has heralded Steingraber as “the new Rachel Carson,” 
and Carson’s own alma mater, Chatham College, selected 
Steingraber to receive its biennial Rachel Carson Leadership 
Award. In 2006, Steingraber received a Hero Award from 
the Breast Cancer Fund and, in 2009, the Environmental 
Health Champion Award from Physicians for Social 
Responsibility, Los Angeles.

The Health Forum: Environmental Links to Cancer and 
Human Health is made possible by a generous grant from 
the CERES Foundation. Additional contributions from 
Midwest Environmental Advocates, Socially Responsible 
Agricutural Project (SRAP) John and Rosalie Shier, Door 
County Environmental Council, Food and Water Watch, 
and the Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership (LNRP), 
are also making this event possible. However, we are still 
several thousand dollars short of our fundraising goal. 
Contact us to be a contributor.

apple production to cancer in laboratory animals. But often 
these links remain essentially unknown to the public. The 
time has come for a new human rights campaign which 
requires these risks be made known to the public and 
further demands that one person or company does not have 
the right to expose others to such risks to achieve financial 
reward.

Sandra Steingraber, in Living Downstream, introduces 
her book with a parable about a village of kind people living 
next to a river with a swift current. These villagers went to 
great lengths to resuscitate drowning residents, but they 
failed to look upstream to see who was pushing the victims 
into the river. We must all look upstream, especially those 
governmental agencies whose responsibility it is to protect us. 

We must look beyond genetic and lifestyle-factors and 
take a hard look at our environment when searching for 
the causes of cancer. It is time for Americans to demand 
that their government apply the precautionary principle 
when granting permits for the use of toxic chemicals. This 
principle, widely applied in Europe, places the burden on 
the manufacturers to prove that a chemical is safe, rather 
than the public having to prove that it is unsafe. 

 Join us as this newsletter looks at cancer rates and 
exposure to toxic chemicals here in northeast Wisconsin, 
and then help us welcome Sandra Steingraber on May 10.

CWAC Examines the Local Exposure  
to Toxic Chemicals ...continued

displays from supporting organizations who emphasize 
environmental protection and human health. After 
speaking, she will do a book signing and books will be 
available at the forum, at other area events (see Mark Your 
Calendar on pg. 10) or at our office. Tickets may be purchased 
by completing the registration form on page 14. E-mail us at 
contact@cleanwateractioncouncil.org for information on 
supporting, contributing, or purchasing a display space.

An enthusiastic and sought-after public speaker, 
Steingraber has keynoted conferences on human health 
and the environment throughout the United States and 
Canada and has been invited to lecture at many universities, 
medical schools, and hospitals—including Harvard, Yale, 
Cornell, Columbia, and the Woods Hole Research Center.  
She is recognized for her ability to serve as a two-way 
translator between scientists and activists. She has testified 
in the European Parliament, before the President’s Cancer 
Panel, and has participated in briefings to Congress and 
before United Nations delegates in Geneva, Switzerland. 
Interviews with Steingraber have appeared in The Chicago 
Tribune, USA Today, The Cleveland Plain Dealer, on 
National Public Radio, “The Today Show,” and “Good 
Morning America.”

CWAC to Host Health Forum: ...continued



Clean Water Action Council News  j 3

A Look at Cancer Rates  
in Northeast Wisconsin
By Dean Hoegger

The National Cancer Institute, as well as other 
organizations, provides data from states that have cancer 
registries. Wisconsin does have a registry, and the institute 
provided the data for each Wisconsin county. Here is 
brief look at aspects of the data that may be a concern to 
residents in northeast Wisconsin. Some of the data suggests 
a cause for a more in depth study. The following incidence 
rates are based on cases per 100,000 of population per year 
for the years 2006-2010 for both male and female (unless 
noted), and all races, and it will be used throughout this 
article. 

Compared to the U.S. rate, Wisconsin rates were only 
slightly higher for the summary of all invasive cancers. 
The U.S. rate was 453.7 compared to 457.5 in Wisconsin. 
However, when we look at individual counties in northeast 
Wisconsin, the data suggests the need for further research. 
Of the 72 counties in Wisconsin, nine from northeast 
Wisconsin often appear as one of the top-ten counties 
recorded for frequency of the 21 cancer types. In fact, of all 
Wisconsin counties, Sheboygan ranks fourth at 499.8, and 
Fond du Lac ranks seventh at 492.1, for the incidence of all 
types of cancer.

Here is the number of times a northeast Wisconsin 
county ranked in the top-ten of 72 Wisconsin counties for 
cancer occurrence. Also included is the type of cancer: 
(For childhood cancers: <15 = less than 15 yrs. old, <20 = less 
than 20 yrs. old) 

8 - Sheboygan, including female breast, childhood <15,   
 childhood <20, colon or rectum, leukemia, ovary,   
 prostate, and uterus.

5 - Calumet, including bladder, brain, kidney and renal   
 pelvis, melanoma of the skin, and uterus.

5 - Brown, including childhood <15, childhood <20,   
 esophagus (male), melanoma of the skin, and stomach.

4 - Fond du Lac, including bladder, childhood <15,   
 childhood <20, and prostate.

4 - Manitowoc, including bladder, brain, melanoma of the  
 skin, and stomach.

4 - Marinette, including childhood <20, esophagus male,  
 kidney and renal pelvis, and ovary.

4 - Door, including female breast, melanoma of the skin,  
 Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma, and uterus.

2 - Shawano, including brain, and colon or rectum.

2 - Oconto, including Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma and thyroid.

Within the above rankings there are some statistical 
differences for types of cancer between a Wisconsin county’s 
rate and the U.S. rate per 100,000. The type of cancer is listed 
first, followed by the U.S. rate, then the county rank and rate 
per 100,000: 
Bladder 20.6. Calumet ranked 2nd at 32.1 and Fond du Lac  
 4th at 30.4.

Brain 6.6. Manitowoc ranked 1st at 11.6, Winnebago 3rd  
 at 9.9, and Shawano 4th at 9.8.

Childhood <15 15.5. Fond du Lac ranked 1st at 27.8 and   
 Brown 3rd at 18.2.

Childhood <20 16.8. Marinette ranked 2nd at 31.3 and   
 Fond du Lac 3rd at 28.3.

Colon or rectum 43.9. Sheboygan ranked 3rd at 55.5.

Esophagus (male) 8.3. Brown ranked 5th at 11.3. 
 Note U.S. female 1.9 and Wisconsin female 2.3.

Female breast 119.8. Winnebago ranked 6th at 143.2  
 and Door 7th at 143.2.

Kidney and renal pelvis 15.5. Marinette ranked 2nd  
 at 24.1.

Leukemia 12.4. Sheboygan ranked 8th at 18.7. Also note  
 that Manitowoc, Door, Winnebago, and Brown were  
 around 18.

Lung and Bronchus 65.0.  Menominee ranked 1st at 94.8.

Melanoma of the skin 19.0. Door ranked 1st at 36.8,   
 Manitowoc 2nd at 32.4, Brown 3rd at 30.5, Calumet
      4th at 29.6, and Fond du Lac 5th at 28.4.

Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma 19.9. Oconto ranked 2nd at 30.9.
Ovary 12.0. Sheboygan ranked 3rd at 16.3 and Winnebago  
 4th at 16.2.

Prostate 143.8. Sheboygan ranked 2nd at 178.5 and  
 Fond du Lac at 168.5.

Stomach 6.6. Manitowoc ranked 3rd at 7.7, Brown 4th  
 at 7.6, and Winnebago 5th at 7.4.

Thyroid 12.2. Oconto ranked 1st at 19.0.

Uterus 24.1. Door ranked 8th at 35.1 and Sheboygan 9th  
 at 34.4.

Discussion:
While it is concerning to see so many northeast 

Wisconsin counties in the top-ten cancer incidence list, 
some of the individual county cancer rates may be even 
more alarming. Sheboygan County’s high incidence 
of prostate, colon, and ovary cancer appears to be of a 
significant concern. Oconto County’s number one ranking 
for thyroid cancer, and the significant difference from the 
U.S. rate, deserves further research. Could there also be an 
environmental relationship between Oconto County’s high 
rate of Non-Hodgkin Lymphoma and its thyroid rate? 

d
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Melanomas of the skin rates are especially high in some 
northeast Wisconsin counties with Door County topping 
the list at 1.9 times the U.S. rate. Leukemia rates, which may 
be rising on a national level, are also about 1½ times higher 
than the U.S. rate in Sheboygan, Manitowoc, Door, Brown, 
and Winnebago counties. On a positive note, lung and 
bronchus cancers were much lower in northeast Wisconsin 
with the exception of Menominee County. Lung cancer 
has a strong link to lifestyle influences such as smoking, 
and it has dropped nationwide as a result of smoking 
cessation efforts. Smoking may be the result of the higher 
rate in Menominee County where University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee researchers found that 34% of adults smoked in 
2008, which was the highest Wisconsin county rate.

We look forward to author and researcher Sandra 
Steingraber shedding more light on these cancer rates and 
the environmental links that may be influencing them when 
she speaks in Sturgeon Bay on May 10, 2014.  Please read 
the following articles about some of the known risks here 
in northeast Wisconsin including toxic exposures from the 
paper industry and agriculture.

Dioxins: The Worst of the Dirty Dozen
By Charlie Frisk

Dioxins are a highly toxic by-product of many 
chemical practices. Dioxins are linked to reproductive and 
developmental problems, damage the immune system, 
interfere with hormones, and cause cancer. Dioxins have 
the dubious distinction of belonging to the “dirty dozen” 
a group of dangerous chemicals known as persistent 
organic pollutants. These include aldrin, chlordane, 
dichlorodiphenyl trichloroethane (DDT), dieldrin, 
endrin, heptachlor, hexachlorobenzene, mirex, toxaphene, 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), polychlorinated 
dibenzo-p-dioxins (dioxins), and polychlrorinated 
dibenzofurans (furans).

Once dioxins have entered the body they endure a long 
time because of their chemical stability and their ability 
to be absorbed by fatty tissue. Their half-life in the body is 
estimated to be seven to eleven years. Dioxins accumulate 
in the food chain. The higher on the animal food the species 
is found, the higher the concentration of dioxins. More than 
90% of human exposure is through food, mainly meat and 
dairy products, and fish and shellfish. 

Dioxins come primarily from industrial processes. They 
are byproducts of a wide range of manufacturing processes 
including smelting, chlorine bleaching of paper pulp, and 
the manufacturing of herbicides and insecticides. Improper 
disposal of PCB-based industrial waste oils is also a source.

 One of the worst culprits of dioxin release into the 
environment is uncontrolled waste incineration, due to 
incomplete burning. Gasification incinerators, such as the 
one proposed by the Oneida Tribe of Indians in the Green 

Bay area, emit dioxin as well. Some natural processes such 
as volcanic eruptions and forest fires also release dioxins. 

Many Western European countries have been successful 
at reducing dioxin exposure by requiring strict monitoring 
of food sources, but testing is expensive. Prevention of 
human exposure is best done via source directed measures, 
such as strict control of industrial processes to reduce 
formation of dioxins. 

Northeast Wisconsin residents have a number of 
reasons to be concerned about dioxins. First, chlorine 
bleaching of paper pulp has been a common practice 
throughout the Fox Valley. After examining EPA records, 
The Center for Media and Democracy found that the Koch 
Industries’ facilities in Wisconsin were the fourth highest 
emitter of dioxin. From 2007- 2009, they released a total of 
over 5 grams of dioxin and dioxin-like compounds. Their 
Georgia Pacific facility at 1919 South Broadway in Green 
Bay had the dishonor of being the worst and second worst 
emitter in 2007 and 2008 respectively. While 5 grams of a 
toxin may seem like a small amount, dioxins are usually 
measured in grams because of their potency and thus have 
lower reporting threshold as a persistent bio-accumulative 
compound.

A second concern is that testing of animal products for 
dioxin is not being done. The World Health Organization 
reports on numerous cases in Europe in which meat, dairy, 
and egg products have tested positive. Often the source 
of the contamination was found. Pesticide and herbicide 
residues are also thought to harbor dioxin and contribute to 
the accumulation in animal products.

The dairy and meat industry should be monitored 
periodically to ascertain if dioxin levels are a concern in 
our food products. Commonly caught fish species such as 
carp and channel catfish are ideal concentrators of dioxin 
because they are at the top of the food chain, have a long 
lifespan, and are very fatty fish. The DNR recommends that 
these two species of fish taken from the Fox River should 
not be eaten. However, all one has to do is check out the 
angling activity along the Fox River to see that many people 
are taking these fish for food. It appears more must be to 
done to educate anglers who come from food insecure 
homes.

Consumers can take some actions to reduce their 
exposure to dioxin. Choosing quality farm-raised animal 
products such as organic dairy products, grass-fed beef, 
free-range chickens and organically grown fruits and 
vegetables is a good option. Reducing consumption of 
animal products is another choice. Removing fat from meat 
and choosing low fat dairy products may also reduce dioxin 
exposure. 

Some health organizations recommend avoiding 
bleached products such as coffee filters, disposable diapers, 
napkins, tissues, and paper towels. The Society for Science 
and the Public reports that the germ fighting additive 
Tricosan, added to soaps, hand washes, and incorporated 
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into products such as cutting boards, can form dioxin with 
other organic compounds and should be avoided.

As we have been reporting for many years, burn 
barrels and home incineration also pose a threat of dioxin 
exposure. CWAC has a letter and WDNR information 
sheet we will mail to your neighbors who are still using 
this outdated method of garbage disposal. Just send us 
their name and address and we will mail them the letter to 
inform them of the hazards of incineration.
Sources: World Health Organization: http://who.int/ipcs/
assessment/public_health/dioxins/en/
EPA: http://www.epa.gov/international/toxics/pop.html

PCBs: The Unseen Threat in Our  
Community
By Anthony Sirianni, Jr.

Polychlorinated biphenyls are chemicals that were 
utilized for many industrial applications and was banned in 
1979. PCBs remain a concern because it takes an immense 
amount of time for this chemical to break down in the 
environment and in our bodies. This contaminant is found 
in all areas of the world and scientists are continually 
finding new negative human health impacts. PCBs have 
been linked to a variety of human health complications 
and are heavily associated with increased cancer rates. An 
important local source of PCB exposure includes the Fox 
River due to past industrial recycling of carbonless copy 
paper.  

Scientific studies have proven that PCBs do cause 
cancer within animal subjects; however, a connection 
with humans has yet to be definitively verified. The issue 
with the human component involves numerous factors 
including personal choices (smoking, drinking, etc.), source 
of PCB exposure, amount of PCB accumulated in the 
body, exposure to other contaminants, and the individual’s 
genetic identity. Despite this challenge the Environmental 
Protection Agency, International Agency for Research on 
Cancer, the National Toxicology Program, and the National 
Institute for Occupational Safety and Health have all 
arrived at the conclusion that PCBs are plausible human 
carcinogens. Currently, there are numerous studies that 
show the effect PCBs have on disrupting hormone agents 
and their link to cancer. PCBs interact genetically with 
certain gene variations within our bodies. Increased rates of 
cancer have been revealed within individuals who inherit 
these predisposed genes and have high concentrations of 
PCBs. This evidence shows a positive correlation between 
high internal PCB concentrations and elevated cancer rates. 
Large internal PCB burdens increase the risk of cancer for 
individuals based on their inherited predisposed genes. 

According to the EPA, PCBs also have several other 
negative health effects involving the immune, reproductive, 

and endocrine systems. The immune system is adversely 
affected by decreasing the size of the thymus gland, which 
limits the body’s ability to combat infections. Reproductive 
issues arise when the mother has large amounts of PCB 
contamination. Studies have shown that high PCB levels 
cause decreased birth weights and conception rates. This is 
due to PCB’s ability to breach the walls of the placenta and 
reach the developing fetus. Breast milk is another exposure 
source to children. PCBs are stored within the fatty tissues 
of a woman’s breast and is transferred via breastfeeding 
to the child. Studies have linked PCBs with neurological 
issues especially within children. Development problems 
including attention deficit and hyperactivity disorder have 
been linked to PCB exposure. PCBs also act as an endocrine 
disruptor, which causes thyroid issues and affects hormone 
levels.     

Sources of environmental exposure to PCBs are 
numerous. The burning of municipal waste, parts from old 
televisions, poor disposal of hydraulic coolants, hazardous 
waste dumps, and leakage from outdated electrical 
transformers are potential sources.  

The home and workplace are also potential 
contamination sources due to an older generation of 
fluorescent lights, televisions, and refrigerators. During 
use, these older models can release PCBs when their 
temperatures rise.  

Hazardous waste facilities also can release large 
quantities of airborne PCBs that could be inhaled by city 
residents. The soils near hazardous waste sites may contain 
high concentrations of PCBS, which have the ability to be 
absorbed through the skin.  

Drinking water from PCB contaminated wells 
is another exposure source. Also, the unintended 
consumption of water while swimming in PCB polluted 
waterbodies is an exposure source. The Wisconsin DNR 
states that the amount of PCB accidently ingested while 
swimming is insignificant. Whether the amount consumed 
is significant or not, this is an exposure source. PCBs are 
stored in our body’s fatty tissue for years, and all sources of 
contamination, no matter what the level, will increase an 
individual’s PCB concentration. The Safe Drinking Water 
Act sets the legal limits of PCBs to 0.5 parts per billion. This 
contaminant would not be regulated by a federal statute if 
the consumption of PCB tainted water was insignificant to 
human health.  

The soil is another concern within waterbodies that  
contain high levels of PCBs. PCB mixtures, found within 
the soil, change their composition while binding to 
sediments and accruing within fish. These changes in 
composition increase the carcinogenic properties of these 
sources. The EPA states that PCB contaminated sediment 
is more toxic to individuals than other sources released 
directly into the environment. This acknowledgement is not 
mentioned in any advisory for local PCB polluted water. 
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Local advisories place heavy emphasis on restricting fish 
consumption, but do not offer protection from other PCB 
exposure sources. The potential for individuals to come into 
contact with PCB contaminated soil exists, especially while 
performing recreational activities such as swimming in 
contaminated areas.        

The primary source of PCB exposure in northeast 
Wisconsin is through the consumption of fish from PCB 
contaminated waters. PCB is a chemical that increases 
in quantity through the food chain. This means that the 
relatively small concentrations of PCB in a fish’s diet 
increases as the fish ages and passes to the predator that 
consumes the fish. PCB is stored within the fatty cells of the 
organism and can accumulate for years. Larger and older 
fish will have greater concentrations of PCBs to pass on 
to humans. To minimize PCB intake, individuals should 
adhere to current DNR advisories for local fishing areas. 
Also, proper preparation and cooking practices can limit 
PCB intake. Fish should be cleaned in a fashion that limits 
consumption of fatty tissue. This can be achieved by cutting 
away all of the fish’s fat and skin before cooking. According 
to the WDNR, to minimize PCB ingestion, fish should be 
broiled, grilled, or baked on a rack. These cooking methods 
allow fat to drip away from the fish. It is highly advised to 
not utilize these fat drippings in sauces, gravies, or consume 
in any other fashion. Cooking will never eliminate all 
amounts of PCBs.  

The WDNR website provides useful and updated fish 
advisories for the consumption of fish. These advisories can 
be generated by county and individual advisory locations. 
There is a statewide advisory for consuming fish for most 
of Wisconsin’s inland waters, but this does not include the 
Great Lakes. Citizens must generate personal advisories 
for their waterbodies and check for updates to ensure safe 
consumption. It should be noted that these consumption 
guides differ depending on age, sex, and if a mother is 
nursing. The link to access the WDNR’s online query tool is: 
http://dnr.wi.gov/FCSExternalAdvQry/FishAdvisorySrch.aspx 

Exposure to Atrazine and Other  
Agricultural Chemicals Pose Health Risk
By Dean Hoegger

Since the 1950’s, the use of chemical pesticides and 
herbicides rapidly became common practice in northeast 
Wisconsin. It is estimated that as much as 98% of the 
fields used for corn production have received chemical 
application. Triazine herbicides are the most heavily used 
agricultural chemical in the United States and is used 
here in northeast Wisconsin. Triazines include atrazine, 
simazine, propazine, and cyanazine. The use of atrazine 
alone exceeds 75 million pounds in the U.S. each year.

The Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade, and 
Consumer Protection (DATCP) reports that the estimated 
proportion of wells in Wisconsin that contain detectable 
levels of an herbicide or herbicide metabolite is 37.7%. 
Alachlor and metolachlor were the two most commonly 
detected compounds while atrazine total chlorinated 
residues were found in 11.6% of the wells.

Testing showed that some well locations were more 
susceptible to contamination which led to the banning 
of the use of atrazine in some areas. DATCP reports that 
the use of atrazine is banned in a few specific locations in 
the state including a few sites in Brown, Outagamie, and 
Waupaca Counties, and one site shared by Brown, Calumet, 
and Manitowoc Counties. DATCP further reports that 
in general the atrazine levels in drinking water appear be 
decreasing over time and that there are fewer results over 
the EPA’s safe level of 3 parts per billion (ppb) in recent 
years. This downward trend was expected since atrazine 
prohibition areas were created around these wells when 
they were found to exceed the Exceedence Survey. While a 
downward trend is encouraging, we know little about the 
effects of long-term low-level exposure to this chemical.

The European Union banned the use of atrazine in 2005 
because of its extensive infiltration into drinking water, its 
demonstrated harmful effects on wildlife, and its potential 
health hazards for humans. Efforts there to corral the 
atrazine to the fields and prevent water contamination were 
unsuccessful. It has been shown to be a poison to plankton, 
algae, aquatic plants, and other organisms that form the 
basis of the freshwater food chain.

While the EPA states there is no sound link between 
atrazine and cancer, Sandra Steingraber reports that no 
studies have looked at the link between fetal or childhood 
exposure and adult breast cancer. As a known endocrine 
disrupter, atrazine has been shown to cause reproductive 
damage to frogs, fish, and other wildlife. She further 
notes that the latest research is shows that even at low 
concentration levels, atrazine can provoke estrogenic effects. 
A study of the link between atrazine and stomach cancer, 
reported in the International Journal of Epidemiology, 
raised serious questions about the maximum allowable 

Legacies, memorials, and direct gifts 
to CWAC are deeply appreciated.  

d
Please contact our Executive Director, 

Dean Hoegger at  
contact@cleanwateractioncouncil.org  

for more information.
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limits of atrazine in drinking water. More research is 
needed to learn how exposure to atrazine in combination 
with other similar chemicals, and in combination with 
certain genetic factors, can increase the risk for developing 
cancer, especially breast cancer.

The EPA recommends the use of activated charcoal 
filters for removing atrazine to below 3 ppb in drinking 
water. The Wisconsin DNR recommends an atrazine 
“screen” if your well is located within a quarter mile of a 
corn, soybean, or vegetable field or within a quarter mile 
of a plant that manufactures or processes the chemical. The 
test is about $25. Choosing organically grown produce can 
also limit your exposure to atrazine and other potentially 
harmful chemical pesticides and herbicides.

Another agricultural chemical of concern is glyphosate, 
found in the commonly used herbicide Roundup. More 
information about that chemical can be found in the next 
article.
Sources: http://datcp.wi.gov/uploads/Environment/pdf 
FifteenYearsoftheDATCPExceedenceSurvey.pdf
http://dnr.wi.gov/regulations/labcert/documents/testsforwell.pdf
http://www.breastcancerfund.org/
http://water.epa.gov/drink/contaminants/basicinformation/
atrazine.cfm
S. Steingraber, Living Downstream. Da Capo Press, 2010.

CWAC to Offer Well Testing for  
the Herbicide Glyphosate

The Clean Water Action Council is offering free and 
confidential water testing for glyphosate contamination 
of shallow wells located in karst areas of Door, Kewaunee, 
and Brown Counties. Glyphosate is found in the commonly 
used herbicide Roundup.

Door, Brown, and Kewaunee Counties are extremely 
susceptible to groundwater contamination due to the lack 
of top soil and karst bedrock covering the region. This 
karst bedrock provides an easy pathway for water and 
contaminants to move very quickly, without adequate 
filtration into groundwater sources. This lack of sufficient 
purification greatly increases the risk of exposure to 
potential contaminates in shallow wells. A possible source 
of groundwater contamination involves the use of the 
herbicide Roundup.

The practice of using Roundup is becoming more 
prevalent due to its ability to increase a farmer’s potential 
crop yield. An application of Roundup is utilized by farmers 
to eliminate weed vegetation both before and after their 
crops have been planted. One sign of Roundup use is a field 
that has gone from green to brown in just a few days.

The risk to humans from glyphosate is due to the 
fact that herbicides are not confined to the physical 
constraints of farms. Rainwater increases the probability 
that the Roundup will escape the field, pass through the 

top soil, navigate through the karst bedrock, and enter the 
groundwater. Neighboring homes with shallow wells will 
experience the greatest risk of contamination from the 
glyphosate in Roundup. 

The consumption of glyphosate can have serious 
health effects including various cancers, neurological 
disorders, birth defects, and it can disrupt the endocrine 
(hormone) system. Published studies, focusing on the 
Midwest, have detected glyphosate levels in both air and 
groundwater samples. Other reports have discovered that 
glyphosate can be ingested at detectable levels. Glyphosate 
has been found within both urine and blood samples. This 
poses a significant threat to pregnant women and their 
unborn children. A fetus may experience exposure due to 
glyphosate’s ability to cross the placental barrier.

The Clean Water Action Council of Northeast 
Wisconsin is determined to protect the public from this 
hazard. Free confidential water testing will be available 
to the residents of Door, Brown and Kewaunee Counties 
whose homes are located near agricultural fields where 
Roundup has been applied. The home must have a 
residential well in an area of karst topography or limestone 
bedrock to be eligible for the test. Contact the Clean 
Water Action Council for more information on the testing 
program and to schedule the free water test. You can reach 
us at:

E-mail – contact@cleanwateractioncouncil.org and put 
free water test in the header or call Dean Hoegger at (920) 
495-5127.

It’s Time to Renew 
Your Membership for 2014!

l
Please help us continue to take action  

on your behalf to protect the environment 
and human health by renewing your 

membership. If your newsletter label or 
e-mail notice does not indicate that you paid 
your membership in 2013, please consider a 

more generous donation for 2014.  
Our membership donations make up a 

significant part of our budget.
(See pg. 15 for our membership form or register online  

at cleanwateractioncouncil.org )
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The Action in CWAC 
By Dean Hoegger 

 
IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2014

Please help us continue to take action on your 
behalf to protect the environment and human health 
by renewing your membership. If your newsletter label 
does not have a ’14 after your name, or e-mail notice 
does not indicate you paid your membership in 2014, 
PLEASE RENEW! Our membership donations make up a 
significant part of our budget.
Join us at our new office. We have moved. We are now at 
1642 Western Avenue, Green Bay

Our former office building on Riverside Drive was 
recently purchased and is being converted to medical 
offices. After an extensive office search, we are pleased 
to announce that the Wisconsin League of Conservation 
Voters has sublet an office to us at our previous monthly 
rent rate. Please contact Dean at 920-495-5127 to volunteer 
at the new office and help us with issue research, outreach 
projects, member contacts, filing and record keeping, and 
much more!
Read below about actions we have taken in the last three 
months. Be sure to contact us if environmental issues 
arise in your community. CWAC is here to support citizen 
action. The following are our most significant activities 
since September. At the end of each article, you will find 
in italics suggestions for ways you can participate.

CWAC in the Community
Part of CWAC’s mission is to provide education on 

environmental issues to our members and the community. 
Since the last newsletter, we have actively pursued that 
mission. Here is an update.

CWAC Sponsored a Bus to Conservation Lobby Day
With support from the MCL Corporation and its 

employee Ed Blicharz, who chose CWAC to benefit from 
his company’s Random Act of Kindness Program, and the 
Brown County Conservation Alliance, CWAC was able 

to host a bus to the capitol to participate in Conservation 
Lobby Day. This annual event is sponsored by the League 
of Conservation Voters who does an excellent job 
preparing citizens to lobby their legislators on behalf of the 
environment. 39 people joined CWAC board members Bev 
Watkins, John Hermanson, and Dean Hoegger, and intern 
Laura Poels on the bus to Madison.

Exhibiting and Presenting at Answers to Energy-Eco Expo
CWAC exhibited at this Green Bay event on February 8. 

Intern Laura Poels and executive director Dean Hoegger 
discussed issues with guests and gave a main stage 
presentation about zero waste and keeping food waste from 
our landfills. 

Protecting the Waters of Wisconsin Presentation
CWAC sent Dean Hoegger to the League of Women 

Voters of the Greater Bay Area on February 19 to present 
on CWAC’s work to protect the waters of Wisconsin and 
the latest threats to surface and ground water. Hoegger 
explained how citizens have rights to the waters of the state 
and how they are guaranteed rights by the federal Clean 
Air Act and the federal Clean Water Act. CWAC wishes to 
thank Pat Finder-Stone and Julie Arneth for the invitation 
and donation to our issues fund.

Planning for the Door County Sustainability Fair
CWAC is participating in the planning sessions for the 

fair scheduled for April 26, in Sturgeon Bay. The committee 
is still looking for vendors for food and refreshments and 
for exhibits related to sustainable practices. Interested 
vendors should contact us for a vendor application. See 
events for details on the event.

Participating on the Food Waste Task Force Committee
CWAC continues to participate on this northeast 

Wisconsin committee seeking to eliminate food waste 
from landfills. The meetings take place in Neenah at the 
East Central Regional Planning Commission office and 
are attended by municipal officials, materials management 
professionals, representatives from area institutions, 
and environmentalists. Contact us if you would like to 
participate in these quarterly meetings.

Well Testing for Glyphosate
We have invested a fair amount of time researching 

this concern and have applied for a grant to cover testing in 
several Door County townships. We hope that application 
is successful and we will only need to seek funds to help 
support the testing in Brown and Kewaunee counties.

Preparing for the Health Forum: Environmental Links to 
Cancer and Human Health, Featuring Sandra Steingraber 
on Saturday, May 10

With the excellent efforts of Nancy Utesch, we are 

Pat Finderstone, Bev Watkins and John Shier at Conservation Lobby Day in Madison
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making progress with securing the $8000 in funding needed 
for this event, but we still need $6000. We have reached out 
to the medical community, especially those involved with 
researching and treating cancer, but so far this group has been 
silent about supporting this important community event. 

Legal Actions

CWAC vs. EPA
In February of 2013, several of our members signed on 

to the case Clean Water Action Council et al. v. EPA (our 
Seventh Circuit Court appeal of EPA’s denial of our petition 
to have EPA object to the air permit for Georgia Pacific). 
Our attorney, Dave Bender, presented oral argument in 
the case before a panel of three judges with the U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit on September 23, 
2013. A favorable ruling in this case would create case law 
at the federal level that would insure rights granted in the 
federal Clean Air Act and could be used in appeals at the 
state level. We are still awaiting the Court’s ruling. 

CWAC’s Appeal of Judge Atkinson’s Ruling on Discharge 
Permit Still in Process

As reported in the Fall Newsletter, CWAC appealed 
Judge Atkinson’s ruling on our petition for judicial review 
challenging a permit issued to Appleton Coated LLC. Here 
is a little history and the current status of the case provided 
by attorney Jimmy Parra of Midwest Environmental 
Advocates.

In November 2012, CWAC filed a petition for judicial 
review of a permit issued to Appleton Coated LLC that 
authorizes the paper producer to discharge pollutants into the 
Lower Fox River. Midwest Environmental Advocates filed the 
lawsuit on CWAC’s behalf against the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources (DNR) alleging that the permit allows 
the facility to discharge more pollutants into the Lower Fox 
than allowed by law and that the DNR failed to take certain 
legally required steps before granting the facility a 7-year 
compliance schedule to meet its permit limits.

 Circuit Court Judge William Atkinson dismissed 
CWAC’s lawsuit, finding that CWAC should have sought a 
hearing before the DNR before turning to the courts. Because 
under state law only five or more persons may petition the 
DNR for a hearing, the implication of Judge Atkinson’s ruling 
is that individual persons or organizations have no right to 
seek review of the DNR’s permitting decisions. This decision 
directly contradicts a recent opinion written by the Wisconsin 
Attorney General and is inconsistent with the requirements 
of the federal Clean Water Act. Moreover, the decision 
creates considerable confusion regarding the proper method 
for seeking review of the DNR’s permitting decisions. That 
confusion poses a barrier to citizens seeking to exercise their 
right to review. 

In October 2013, CWAC, again represented by Midwest 
Environmental Advocates, filed an appeal of Judge Atkinson’s 

decision with the Wisconsin Court of Appeals. The parties 
have completed briefing the appeal and are now waiting for a 
decision from the Court. CWAC has requested that the Court 
of Appeals publish its decision which, if the Court does so, 
would establish a state-wide precedent clarifying what rights 
citizens have to seek review of water pollution permits.

We are grateful that MEA wishes to represent us with 
this appeal. CWAC has long been an advocate for citizens’ 
rights to have a voice in protecting the environment. Please 
consider making a donation to Midwest Environmental 
Advocates to help pay for the cost of this appeal. Send your 
check to Midwest Environmental Advocates, 612 W. Main 
Street, Suite 302, Madison, WI 53703 and memo it CWAC 
Appeal or make your donation online at:  
http://midwestadvocates.org/support-mea and complete  
the comment box. Your financial support for this important 
legal challenge will be much appreciated.

CWAC Representation on State and Local 
Committees and Organizations

CWAC represented the interests of our members on the 
following committees or organizations, or as a member of 
the public at their meetings:

Manure Spray Irrigation Workgroup.
This is a statewide group meeting to write rules for spray 

irrigation. Lynn Utesch represents CWAC and Kewaunee 
CARES. He is the only member of the workgroup who does 
not represent the interests of factory farming.

Wisconsin Council on Recycling, Plastics Subcommittee.
This is a statewide group with only seven voting 

members and thirty or more participating members 
who represent county solid waste/materials resource 
departments, industries, and several environmental 
organizations. The meetings are facilitated by a WDNR 
employee. Dean Hoegger represents CWAC.

Sustain Door and the Sustainability Fair Planning Committee.
Sustain Door is a group formed to promote 

sustainability in Door County including education at an 
annual sustainability fair held around Earth Day each year. 
Dean Hoegger represents CWAC at general meetings and 
on the event planning committee.

Brown County Conservation Alliance.
This is a countywide alliance of conservation and 

environmental groups that raises money, primarily through 
tree sales, to benefit projects, events and trainings including 
youth outreach. Curt Anderson represents CWAC.                                   
Please contact us if you would like to represent CWAC on any 
committees or organizations or report to us on their actions 
and activities. 
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m  MARK YOUR CALENDAR! m Meetings, Events and Happenings 

✺ Wednesday, March 12 – 6:30 p.m. 
Green Book Club Meeting at the Attic Coffee House  
in Green Bay
The current selection is Apocalyptic Planet: Field Guide to 
the Everending Earth by Craig Childs. This book was the 
winner of the Sigurd Olson Environmental Institute’s 2013 
Nature Writing Award. It is a highly recommended read 
about the beauty, past, and future of the Earth. You can 
obtain a copy with a “Green Book Club Discount” at “The 
Reader’s Loft” bookstore in Green Bay, and participate in 
the discussion.

✺ Wednesday, March 12 – 7:00 p.m.
Film Screening at Crossroads at Big Creek
Sandra Steingraber’s film Living Downstream
Other viewing dates/locations:
 Monday, April 7 – 4:00 p.m. provided by Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship at 10341 Walter St., Ephraim
 Thursday, April 10 – 7:00 p.m. provided by Clean 
Water Action Council at the Brown County Library 
Auditorium 

✺ Friday, March 14 - 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Saturday, March 15 – 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Midwest Environmental Advocates & Family Farm 
Defenders: Land + Water + Seeds = Food
Conference at the UW-Baraboo Campus, 1006 Connie 
Rd, Baraboo, WI. For additional information:  
http://familyfarmers.org/?p=1100

✺ Saturday, March 15 – 1:00 p.m.
The Devils Poison: How Fluoride is Killing You
at the Brown County Library
Dentist Dean Murphy will give a presentation about the 
risks of drinking fluoridated water. He authored this book:  
http://www.amazon.com/The-Devils-Poison-fluoride-
killing/dp/1425144845   
Local activist, Brenda Staudemaier has organized the event 
and can be reached at thelovelybrenda@gmail.com

✺ Saturday, March 22 – 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Master Composter Training at the Ag & Extension 
Service Center, 1150 Bellevue St., Green Bay
Brown County UW-Extension is offering Master 
composter Training. Cost of the workshop is $35.00. 
Pre-registration is required. SHWEC provides Master 
Composter Certification to individuals who want to share 
their knowledge of home composting with others. The 
goal of the Master Composter program is to empower 
local composters to organize and teach home composting 
workshops and offer compost demonstrations in their 

communities. Register at: http://www.co.brown.wi.us/
departments/form_8e5cd4c158a3/?department=68d3c3d
55278&subdepartment=15770af543fd or call the Brown 
County UW-Extension office at 920-391-4610. They are 
located at 1150 Bellevue Street Green Bay, WI.

✺ Thursday, March 27 – 7:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Webinar: What We Don’t Know Can Hurt Us – 
Environmental Concerns with Frac Sand Mining
Information for Activation – What We Don’t Know 
Can Hurt Us - Environmental Concerns with Frac Sand 
Mining, a talk and Q&A with Midwest Environmental 
Advocates’ Executive Director, Kim Wright. Webinar 
series sponsored by the Milwaukee-area Grassroots  
North Shore. Register at: http://www.ocpd.wisc.edu/course_
catalog/

✺ Tuesday, April 1 – 7:00 p.m. 
iPat Film: A Fierce Green Fire at the UW-Green Bay 
Christie Theatre (located in the lower level of the 
University Union). Screenings in the series are followed 
by local commentary from an expert in the community or 
on campus. The series is FREE and OPEN to the public. 
Please join us for this important conversation (& free 
popcorn too!) For more information: http://blog.uwgb.edu/
pea/files/2014/01/iPat-Poster-Spring-2014.pdf

✺ Wednesday, April 16, 11:30 - 2:00 in the Lecture Hall
Food for Thought: Addicted to Plastic
NWTC’s Student Life is hosting the showing of a point-
of-view documentary that encompasses three years of 
filming in 12 countries where plastic debris accumulates. 
The film details plastic’s path over the last 100 years and 
expert interviews on practical and cutting edge solutions 
to recycling, toxicity, and biodegradability. These solutions 
will provide viewers with a new perspective about our 
future with plastic.

✺ Saturday, April 12 – 5:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m.
Clean Water Action Council Spring Banquet:  
Dance for the Environment and Membership Dinner
Our annual membership meeting and dinner will be held 
at the Riverside Ballroom at 1560 Main St., Green Bay, 
followed by the dance at 7:30 p.m. There will be door 
prizes, a silent auction, and music by Dave School & 
Company.
 

**See the ticket order form for the banquet  
on page 13.**
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CWAC Seeks Participants  
for Food Waste Study

Laura Poels, CWAC intern, needs data for how much 
food waste a backyard composting system diverts from the 
landfill. She is seeking up to twenty volunteers who have a 
backyard composter to participate in a food waste study. 
This program has composting enthusiasts weighing their 
compost for two weeks starting in April. Scales will be 
loaned to participants for the study who will then mail or 
e-mail their data to Laura.  

Laura has spent the last five months researching 
residential backyard composting. This composting study 
will give community leaders information about the amount 
of residential food waste that is sent to a landfill. The data 
collected will be used to calculate cost reduction benefits of 
diverting food waste from landfills.  

CWAC is also seeking funding for a pilot program 
that would provide food waste compost bins to residents. 
To participate in the program, contact Laura at contact@
cleanwateractioncouncil.org with food waste study in the 
subject line. 

m  CALENDAR continued... m 

✺ Monday, April 14 – 7:00 p.m.
DNR Spring Hearings and Wisconsin Conservation 
Congress County Meetings
Access the DNR’s website to retrieve specific hearing 
locations: http://dnr.wi.gov/About/WCC/springhearing.html

✺ Monday, April 22 – Friday, April 26
Earth Week 2014: Seeking Solutions for a 
Sustainability Transition at UW Oshkosh
University of Wisconsin – Oshkosh is hosting events all 
week long to encourage people to learn about and take 
action on environmental issues in order to create a more 
sustainable future. Events include speakers, workshops, 
films, and more. Open to the public. For a complete 
list of events and times please visit www.uwosh.edu/
sustainability/what-you-can-do/events/earth-week

✺ Saturday, April 25 & 26
5th Annual Sustainable Living Fair in Sturgeon Bay
Theme: Stewardship Today for a Better Tomorrow 
Friday night will feature key speakers addressing water 
related themes at Crossroads at Big Creek from 7:00 - 
9:00 p.m.  Saturday’s event, at Martin Park in downtown 
Sturgeon Bay, begins at 10 a.m. and will focus on life skills 
demonstrations, local food, musicians, trolley tours, and 
vendors and exhibitors of sustainability. Both events are 
free and open to the public.

✺ Saturday, April 26 – 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Manitowoc Sustainability Committee: Earth Day 
Celebration in Manitowoc
Manitowoc is celebrating Earth Day 2014 at the JFK 
Gymnasium, Lincoln High School in Manitowoc. 
Exhibitor booths, seminars, and children’s activities.  

✺ Saturday, May 10 - 9:30 a.m.
CWAC to Sponsor Visit from Internationally Known 
Author Sandra Steingraber, Ph. D. at Stone Harbor 
Resort, Sturgeon Bay
Steingraber’s first edition of her book, Living Down Stream 
was the first to bring together data on toxic releases with 
data from U.S. cancer registries. She will be speaking 
about her findings regarding the link between cancer and 
environment.

**CWAC is looking for sponsors and  
co-sponsors for this event. Contact Dean at 920-495-
5127 for more information.

Your Elected Officials
When communicating with these officials, you can use their 
website “Contact” link below, which includes your name, 
address and ZIP code so the staff can verify you are a 
constituent of that Member of Congress. Be sure to reference 
the bill number and talk about the impact of the bill on the 
district or state, and your own reason(s) for opposing it. 

Your District’s 
U.S. Representatives

Tom Petri - District 6
https://petri.house.gov/
2462 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-2476
Fax: (202) 225-2356

Sean Duffy - District 7
https://duffy.house.gov/
1208 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-3365 or 
Toll Free: (855) 585-4251
Fax: (202) 225-3240

Reid Ribble - District 8
https://ribble.house.gov/
1513 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-5665
Fax: (202) 225-5729

Your U.S. Senators

Ron Johnson
http://ronjohnson.senate.gov/
328 Hart Senate Office 
Building
Washinton, DC 20510
(202) 224-5323

Tammy Baldwin
http://baldwin.senate.gov/
717 Hart Senate Office 
Building
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-5653
Fax: (202) 224-9787

5

To contact your State 
Assembly person or Senator, 
go to: http://legis.wisconsin.gov

Click on: 
Who Represents Me?



12  i Clean Water Action Council News

Aerial Spray Dispersal of Agricultural Sewage
A Letter from Dr. Peter Sigmann to Kitty Rhoades, Secretary 
of Wisconsin Department of Health Services

I am concerned about a poorly designed and dangerous 
experiment initiated by the Wisconsin DNR in Kewaunee 
County. I am referring to the WPDES permit granted to 
Ebert Dairy Enterprises. It allows the aerial spraying of 
“liquid manure”. This term conceals the fact that the sprayed 
material is in fact sewage which in terms of infectious and 
toxic agents is actually more dangerous than urban sewage. 
The public will be exposed to aerosolized material containing 
infectious agents, allergens and irritants. After the material 
has dried on the soil or vegetation it can become airborne 
in dust causing respiratory reactions or transmit infections 
with spore forming microbes such as clostridia or anthrax. 
As the ground becomes saturated microbial and chemical 
contamination of well water will be unavoidable, given the 
fractured nature of the rocky subsoil in this area.

Risk to individual health is obvious, but there is 
also potential risk to public health. It is reported that 
the evaluation is designed only to track the possibility of 
microbial dispersal.

The evaluation of this experiment should include baseline 
and repeated health status of the most immediately exposed 
residents, including severity of any respiratory symptoms.

The evaluation should also seek anecdotal and summary 
reports from the medical community concerning intestinal, 
respiratory and cutaneous infections of unusual type, 
antibiotic resistance and epidemic/endemic occurrences. 
In order to get this information the medical providers in 
Algoma, Sturgeon Bay and Green Bay must be appraised of 
the impending exposure. Microbiologic and serologic testing 
must be available and paid for.

While we are concerned about the health of individuals, 
let us worry about the risk of epidemics of new viral agents. 
As you know viral mutations can become established where 
animals are confined to closed and crowded spaces. Think of 
SARS, avian flu and swine flu. Distributing such a new viral 
strain by aerosol may just be a way for it to enter the human 
population.

I urge you to have your department have a close 
look at the Ebert DPDES, obtain qualified public health/
epidemiologic input and inhibit the permit until and unless 
human public health concerns are completely addressed.I 
offer my cooperation and assistance if needed. I am a general 
internist, retired from the faculty of MCW and working as 
a volunteer in the Community Clinic of Door County. My 
patients include the uninsured people of Kewaunee County.

I thank you for your interest and anticipated action.

Guest Commentaries
CAFO Lagoons Hold More Than Just Manure
By Nancy Utesch, Kewaunee

When discussing 
disposal of untreated 
lagoon wastes, many 
people are mistakenly 
under the belief that 
these farm wastes are 
simply manure, feces and 
urine from cattle. That 
is completely inaccurate. 

Both landowners and farmers take literal “tons” of industrial 
wastes delivered to digesters or directly to lagoons, which 
they receive a “tipping fee” for. Some of these wastes, while 
considered “organic” in nature, are highly pathogenic and 
carry with them the true risk of disease. Slaughterhouse, mink 
ranch, and rendering plant wastes of blood, hair, paunch, 
(the stomach and intestine contents of slaughtered animals), 
cheese wastes high in chlorides, lime slurry, cattle truck wash 
chemicals, and sludge are only some of the industrial wastes 
that may be land applied. Add the compounded toxicity 
of industrial wastes to lagoons already filled with manure, 
antibiotics, hormones, copper sulfates, and generous amounts 
of chemical barn cleaners—and you have a toxic soup. This 
toxicity, cloaked under the “guise” of nutrients, is already 
land spread in copious amounts here in Kewaunee County, 
and in other areas of the state. Who is considering these 
industrial wastes and the potential for this toxic arsenal 
to be aerosolized into the ambient air here in Wisconsin 
through its dispersal in spray irrigation units? Why isn't the 
Precautionary Principle being utilized? Where is the voice of 
our health departments exercising the Hippocratic Oath, to 
“DO NO HARM”? Where is commonsense, foresightedness 
and caution being exercised? While other states grapple with 
the degradation that spray irrigation of manure has wrought, 
Wisconsin looks to implement this practice of spray irrigation 
of manure statewide. 

Wisconsin’s crown jewel and greatest asset has always 
been its beauty and natural resources. Who will be the voice 
for this great state, its beautiful natural resources—and for 
the people who have made this great state their home?  

Wisconsin’s Industrial Dairy industry and its “innovative 
technologies” MUST NOT take precedence over human 
health.  

 Decisions must be made with only the highest regard for 
human health and our environment. Our family does 
not consent to being part of the experiment of “spray 
irrigation of manure” slated to begin in Kewaunee County in 
spring 2014.
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For free posters, 
please e-mail us at contact@
cleanwateractioncouncil.org 
or call Dean @ 920-495-5127

Saturday, April 12

Social: 5:00

Art Auction: 5:00 - 8:30

Dinner: 6:00

Program: 7:00

Dance: 7:30 -10:00

FOR ADVANCED TICKET INFORMATION, 

E-mail: contact@cleanwateractioncouncil.org 

or call Dean @ 920-495-5127

Tickets also available at Riverside Ballroom

A fundraiser for 

The Clean Water Action Council

DOOR

PRIZES!

Silent

Art Auction!

5:00 - 8:30

Dave School & Company
50s & 60s Dance Music

Riverside Ballroom

1560 Main St., Green Bay

Your environmental advocacy group in Northeast Wisconsin

Dance

Dinner & Dance

Dance for the Environment and Membership Dinner  
Saturday, April 12 @ 5:00 p.m.

Our annual membership meeting and dinner will be held at the Riverside Ballroom at 1560 Main St., Green Bay, 
followed by the dance at 7:30. There will Door Prizes, a Silent Art Auction, 

Dave School & Company will play for the dance. Please consider ordering a block of tickets to sell to friends.
Paid members are eligible for door prizes at the dinner!

# of tickets_______@ $20 each for a total of $_______

Please indicate the # of your dinner preference(s):
(     )  Asparagus Stuffed Chicken (Gluten-free)       
(     )  Vegetarian Lasagna

_______ Yes, I have an item for the silent art auction/door 
prizes. I will bring it by 5:00 or call Dean at 495-5127 
for prior pickup.

Send tickets to (name/address): 
__________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
Phone #: ____________________ (in case we have a question)

Please include payment with your order. 

Checks payable to: Clean Water Action Council  
P.O. Box 9144, Green Bay, WI 54308

Ticket Order Form for $20 Advance Tickets  (Please place your order by Monday, April 7)

Please send any nominations 
for CWAC Board Member 
elections to us prior to the 

annual meeting.
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Clean Water Action Council of Northeast Wisconsin and its Kewaunee 
CARES committee is hosting another Health Forum at the Stone 
Harbor Resort and Conference Center on May 10. The Health 
Forum: Environmental Links to Cancer and Human Health will feature 
Sandra Steingraber, an internationally recognized authority on the 
environmental links to cancer and human health. In addition to 
speaking about her findings on a national level, she will also share with 
the audience her review of Wisconsin’s cancer registry and what those 
findings mean to citizens of northeast Wisconsin.

This is a luncheon forum with locally-sourced healthy foods provided 
by Trust Local Foods. There will be an introduction by Physicians for 
Social Responsibility and Midwest Environmental Advocates. Also 
featured will be displays from supporting organizations who emphasize 
environmental protection and human health. After speaking, Sandra 
Steingraber will do a book signing and books will be available at the 
forum, at other area events (see Mark Your Calendar on pg. 10) or at 
our office. Tickets may be purchased by completing the registration 
form below: 

Health Forum:  

AGENDA:
9:30  Exhibit hall opens

10:30  Welcome and opening remarks  
 from CWAC and KC

10:45  Midwest Environmental Advocates

11:15  Physicians for Social Responsibility

11:45  Luncheon

12:45  Sandra Steingraber presentation  
 and Q & A

1:30  Book Signing - Books available at  
	 the	event,	our	office,	the	film		 	
 screenings at the Unitarian Universalist  
 Fellowship in Ephraim and at the   
 Brown County Library (see Events)

Tickets $40 

Name(s) _________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________

City ____________________________State _____ Zip __________

Phone __________________________________________________

E-Mail __________________________________________________

Mail to:  CWAC  
  P.O. Box 9144 
  Green Bay, WI 54308 
 
Deadline for Registration: May 5, 2014

Please send me ______tickets @ $40 = $ ___________

May 10th Health Forum: Ticket Order Form

9:30 a.m., May 10, 2014  
Stone Harbor Resort, Sturgeon Bay

Environmental Links to Cancer and  
Human Health, featuring Sandra Steingraber
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BOARD MEMBERS

Dean Hoegger, 
President & Executive Director

920-495-5127

Tom Neuser, Vice-President
920-468-4105

John Hermanson, Treasurer
920-845-5479

Jim Wagner, Secretary
920-246-1790

Charlie Frisk
920-406-6572 

Drew Hoegger
920-606-9388

Carla Martin
920-883-0456

Lynn Utesch
920-388-0868

Bev Watkins, Newsletter 
920-866-3648

a

CWAC INTERNS
Laura Poels, FALL/SPRING

Anthony Sirianni Jr., SPRING

COnTACT us 
By phone: 920-421-8885

If you leave us a message, we will try  
to get back to you within 24 hours.

By mail:
Clean Water Action Council

P.O. Box 9144
Green Bay, WI 54308

By e-mail:
contact@cleanwateractioncouncil.org

Join or Renew Your Membership to 
Clean Water Action Council for 2014!

Name(s) _______________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________

City ____________________________State _____ Zip ________

Phone ________________________________________________

E-Mail ________________________________________________

Receive FREE newsletters with each membership.  
Please choose one...      
 Printed version          E-mailed version

Send check or money order to: Clean Water Action Council
    P.O. Box 9144
    Green Bay, WI 54308

All contributions are tax-deductible. Thank you!

PLEASE VOLUNTEER!  
(BE SURE TO PROVIDE PHONE NUMBER ABOVE) 

 the newsletter   events   work at office   mailings   

 joining or leading one of the committees   other

COMMITTEEs
non-Point Pollution: Charles Frisk 

special Events: Bev Watkins 
Public Health: Dean Hoegger

Membership, Finance and Fundraising: John Hermanson 
Renard Island: Tom Neuser

Kewaunee C.A.R.E.s.: Lynn Utesch
Phone numbers are listed under Board Members

✂

( ) $20 Individual ( ) $30 Family (this amount would really help)

( ) $50 Sustaining ( ) $100 Donor ( ) $500 Benefactor
( ) Non-member donation of $ __________for______________ 
( ) Other $________    

Find us on Facebook for updates on hearings and current or upcoming events.

www.cleanwateractioncouncil.org

Date _____________ Renewal         New Member

Office location:
1642 Western Avenue
Green Bay, WI 54303
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Page 1 & 2:  
•  CWAC Examines the Local Exposure  
 to Toxic Chemicals 
•  CWAC to Host Health Forum featuring  
 Sandra Steingraber
Page 3: 
•  A Look at Cancer Rates in Northeast Wisconsin 
Page 4: 
•  Dioxins: The Worst of the Dirty Dozen
Page 5: 
•  PCBs: The Unseen Threat in Our Community
Page 6:  
•  Exposure to Atrazine and Other Agricultural   
 Chemicals Pose Health Risk
Page 7:  
•  CWAC to Offer Well Testing for the Herbicide   
 Glyphosate

Page 8:  
•  The Action in CWAC 
 CWAC in the Community, Legal Actions,  
 CWAC Representation on State and Local Committees   
 and Organizations 
Page 10 & 11:  
•  Mark Your Calendar!
Page 11:  
•  CWAC Seeks Participants for Food Waste Study
Page 12:  
•  Guest Commentaries
Page 13:  
•  Dance for the Environment Ticket Order Form
Page 14:  
•  Health Forum Poster and Ticket Order Form
Page 15:  
•  Membership Form

in this issue...

IT'S TIME

TO RENEW

YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP 

FOR 2014.

Thank you!

VISIT OUR UPDATED WEBSITE . www.cleanwateractioncouncil.org


