
Clean Water Action Council News  j 1

O F  N O R T H E A S T  W I S C O N S I N

j  CELEBRATING 27 YEARS OF WORKING TO PROTECT PUBLIC HEALTH AND THE ENVIRONMENT IN NORTHEAST WISCONSIN i

IMPACT OF CAFOs ON BROWN COUNTY
By Charlie Frisk

 The environmental impact of large dairy CAFOs in 
Brown County is quite incredible.  Brown County and 
Kewaunee County go back and forth for the number one 
position in the state of Wisconsin for large CAFOs.  Brown 
County currently has 18 large CAFOs, those with over 
1,000 cows, and 15 operations with more than 500 cows.  
One dairy cow produces the waste equivalent of 18 humans.  
In Brown Co. there are approximately 41,000 dairy cows, 
that number of cows produces the waste equivalent of 
738,000 humans.  When heifers and calves are factored in, 
the Brown Co. dairy industry produces the waste equivalent 
of over a million humans.  This waste is disposed of by 
spreading on the land.  Exacerbating the problem is the fact 
that Brown Co. has lost a lot of farmland to development.  
In 1954 Brown Co. had 300,900 acres of farmland spread 
over 2,672 farms.  In 2008 the acreage had shrunk to 
162,000 acres spread over 1,053 farms.  So even though 
the number of dairy cows is continually rising, the land 
to spread the manure on is greatly reduced.  The reduced 
acreage along with rising cow numbers creates an untenable 
situation.  When manure is spread at a level in which the 
plants can utilize all of the nutrients, then very little runoff 
occurs.  However in Brown Co. there are simply too many 
cows for the available acreage.  
 Runoff from dairy farms in Brown Co. eventually 
makes its way to the Fox River and then into Green Bay.  
Phosphorus is the key nutrient fueling eutrophication in 
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CAFOs: What they are 
and why we should care.
By Charlie Frisk

“The present system of producing food
animals in the United States is not sustainable
and presents an unprecedented level of risk to 
public health and damage to the environment,

as well as unnecessary harm to the animals
we raise as food.”

—Robert Martin, Director of the Pew Commission 
on Industrial Farm Animal Production

 
 The acronym CAFO refers to a “Concentrated Animal 
Feeding Operation”.  These large operations are frequently 
referred to as factory farms because they resemble a factory 
operation more than a typical small family farm.  There 
are those who consider CAFOs to be the worst thing that 
has ever happened to American agriculture; a threat to the 
environment, human health, the economic well-being of 
farming communities, and a cruel mistreatment of animals.  
Then there are others who simply consider them to be the 
most economical way to produce animal products.  CAFOs 
can produce pigs, chickens, turkeys, or beef cattle, but here 
in Northeast Wisconsin the most common type of CAFO is 
one that raises dairy cows.                            
 According to the EPA regulatory definitions a large 
CAFO is one with 1,000 or more cattle or cow/calf pairs.  
Medium, 300-999 cattle, and small operations, less than 300 
cattle, can also be legally designated as CAFOs if they are a 
considered a significant contributor of pollutants.  However 
when most people talk about CAFOs they are referring to 
the large operations.  
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mature dairy cow can produce 120 to 148 pounds per day of  
urine and feces. This waste is known by the EPA, the CDC, 
and the Wisconsin Dept. of Health (and others) to contain 
dangerous bacteria and viruses that are capable of causing 
serious illnesses in humans and animals. This is further 
aggravated by the use of center pivot manure distribution 
systems using irrigation sprayers to spread the liquid part 
of the manure on farm fields. This system can distribute 
viruses and bacterial for miles when the right conditions 
prevail along with significant odor release. 
 Other considerations are the use of millions of gallons 
of precious groundwater used in cleaning operations for the 
waste cleaning and collection process in the CAFO system.    
This watery sewage is then stored in large lined pits called 
lagoons.  The lagoons create a condition of anaerobic 
(oxygen free) decomposition of the sewage. This process 
then produces very unpleasant volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs) that escape into the air and create noxious 
odors, some of which are a dangerous health hazard like 
hydrogen sulfide gas and some that are odorless and equally 
dangerous in high concentrations. 
 Use of the lagoons also brings the risk of leakage, and 
field spreading of this waste generates conditions ideal 
for polluting surface and groundwater. This can lead to 
subsequent well contamination. The Town of Lincoln, for 
example, showed that a significant number of the wells 
tested this spring had nitrate levels too high for human 
consumption.
 The key factor to keep in mind for Kewaunee, Brown 
and all Wisconsin counties with high numbers of CAFOs is 
the word “concentration.”   While the food for these animals 
comes from a vast geographical area, the resulting untreated 
manure is concentrated over a comparatively small area, 
bringing with it all the associated contaminants to the 
water, air and soil.
 In summation, during a time of known climate change, 
let us not forget the warning of the EPA and other groups 
that this model of agriculture, which requires prodigious 
quantities of fossil fuel, is one of the leading contributors of 
greenhouse gases to the atmosphere thereby helping to fuel 
dangerous climate change. We must question the hundreds 
of millions of gallons of groundwater removed every year by 
all the high-capacity wells these CAFOs utilize to produce 
raw sewage. All of this free consumption of water during a 
drought begs the question, “When our wells start to go dry, 
who will pay for deeper wells and will they also become 
contaminated?”
 Since so many problems are associated with the CAFO 
model of agriculture, we must ask ourselves, “How long 
must we continue to endure this broken model?”

the Fox and the Bay and agriculture accounts for 47% of the 
total phosphorus in the Fox River.  Of all of the tributary 
streams emptying into Lake Michigan, the Fox River is 
the largest contributor of phosphorus, contributing 21% 
of all of the phosphorus entering the lake.  Agriculture 
accounts for 63% of the suspended sediments entering 
the Fox River.  Suspended sediments turn the Fox River 
and the Bay brown, blocks sunlight penetration to lower 
depths, suffocates fish and other organism’s eggs, and in 
general reduces the ability of the Bay to support a diverse 
and healthy ecosystem.  The Fox River is the 3rd largest 
contributor of sediment to Lake Michigan of all tributary 
streams.  
 Large CAFOs are certainly not responsible for all of the 
pollution produced by agriculture in Brown Co.  However 
CAFOs have become the dominant form of dairy farming 
in Brown Co. and are replacing more family farms every 
year.  Brown Co has some circumstances that make it 
particularly susceptible to pollution problems caused by 
CAFOs.  The shrinking land base in the face of growing 
dairy herds makes proper manure management almost 
impossible.  Another problem is that much of Brown Co. 
has Karst bedrock.  Karst is limestone or dolomite that has 
fractures that can allow manure to seep directly into the 
groundwater.  Massive quantities of liquid manure, not 
enough land to spread it on, and cracks in the bedrock, are 
all a recipe for contaminated wells.  
I have not touched at all on the sociological impacts of 
replacing many small family farms with large industrial 
type farms that employ primarily single males.  Land prices 
have been pushed so high by the demand of the CAFOs 
that it is pretty much impossible for a conventional family 
farmer to get into the business.  Pollution of wells has 
created a situation where rural home owners cannot stay in 
their homes, unless they buy all of their water, but no one is 
going to buy their home either.  This list could go on and on 
but that will have to be the subject of another article.
 Sources:  U.S. Geological Survey Water Resources,
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Brown County 
Land and Water Conservation Department

IMPACT OF CAFOs ON KEWAUNEE COUNTY
By Bill Iwen

 Information submitted by William Iwen of  Kewaunee 
County highlights parallel realities with Brown County.  
According to the National Agriculture Statistics Service, 
Kewaunee County has 42,000 mature cows and 15 Large 
Mature Dairy Cow CAFOs.  These 15 CAFOs have the 
greatest concentration of animals in Kewaunee County and 
have a range of 700 to 4500 mature dairy cows in each of 
the 15 CAFOs.
 The quantity of urine and feces these Large Dairy Cow 
CAFOs generate is staggering. The USDA states that a 
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CAFO MythS  
By Lynn Utesch
 
 Ever since Earl Butz was appointed Secretary of 
Agriculture in 1971, the American public has been told 
certain “facts” that we are expected to believe about 
farming. These facts have continued to be repeated 
since the 1960’s, by many people that call themselves 
environmentalists. Let’s explore several of these “facts”  
and show how in today’s world they are truly just myths. 

Myth: Industrial food is cheap. What people are not 
told is that our food has been paid for several times prior 
to ever entering the grocery store. Through tax dollars, 
huge subsidies are paid to farmers just to plant corn 
and soybeans. These crops cannot be used for human 
consumption; they are only used for animal feed. What 
are also omitted are all the detrimental impacts to human 
health, ground water, environmental degradation, air 
quality and loss of property values. In other words, all costs 
are externalized to the public and local communities. 

Myth: Industrial food is healthy. CAFO animal food 
production is ever increasing the risk of human illnesses 
due to E-coli and Salmonella outbreaks. The high grain 
diet of these animals leads to increases in bacterial and 
viral diseases in animal waste, which becomes a source of 
contamination in our food supply.

Myth: CAFOs are farms not factories. Looking at their 
size, levels of pollution emitted, and production methods, 
it is easy to see that these are factories and should be 
regulated as such. The only problem is CAFOs, and their 
powerful (and wealthy) business interests, have lobbied at 
both the state and federal levels to be exempted from most 
environmental regulations. While the CAFO industry can 
rightfully proclaim that they are the most heavily regulated, 
they fail to mention that they are also the least enforced.                                                                                       

Myth: CAFO manure is a benign resource. While manure 
used properly in its natural state is a wonderful resource, 
millions of gallons of untreated raw waste, contained within 
a few feet of groundwater, becomes a dangerous toxin. 
Manure coming from CAFOs is no longer only manure; 
it also contains viruses, bacteria, antibiotics, hormones, 
heavy metals, copper, nitrogen, phosphorus, and other 
compounds that will leach and run off into our waterways. 
CAFOs are allowed to spread up to 50,000 gallons per acre 
without taking into account anything other than nitrogen 
and phosphorus. Add industrial waste from industry and 
municipal sewage sludge and this mixed brew has the very 
real potential of becoming an epidemic health hazard.    

Myth: Industrial farming “feeds the world.” The World 
Bank has reported that the industrial food system cannot 
feed the world’s growing population. They have also stated 
that we can increase food production by 50% on the same 
acreage by converting to organic agriculture. Commodity 
agriculture in reality only supplies a fraction of the world’s 
food with the majority being supplied by subsistence 
farming. The real problem we will face in “feeding the 
world” in the future will stem from depleted soils and 
aquifers, and climate change.                                                    

 The Industrial CAFO model of farm production is 
bound to fail because it is an unsustainable system. The 
animals are referred to as “units,” and often-disenfranchised 
immigrant workers serve as cheap labor. It is all propped up 
by mega-taxpayer subsidies and an insatiable need for fossil 
fuels. Communities and their precious natural resources, air 
and water, are contaminated and exploited for profit. As a 
steward of the land, the farmer becomes exempt from this 
equation. The new terminology by the industry reflects this: 
they are not called farmers but rather “growers,” and we the 
consumer of such products become part of the equation.

Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (WPDES) as of June 2010
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The Wisconsin DNR has new website information about 
the Lower Green Bay and Fox River Area of Concern 

(AOC) at www.dnr.wi.gov/topic/greatlakes/greenbay.html
Up to date information on the Fox River Clean Up of PCB's 

is at www.foxrivercleanup.com/
For information on the Menominee River Citizens  

Advisory Committee (CAC) the contact is  
Benjamin.Uvaas@wisconsin.gov

News from the 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources

Responding to the Growing 
Number of CAFOs
By Dean Hoegger

 Neighbors of concentrated animal feeding operations, 
also referred to as factory farms, hoped they could 
seek relief from problems associated with CAFOs by 
regulations passed by their rural townships. The Wisconsin 
Supreme Court dealt a blow to these citizens when it said 
communities could not set stricter standards than the state 
in a decision handed down in July. Writing for the majority, 
Justice Michael Gabelman said the state law was designed 
to provide uniform regulation of livestock facilities and 
balance the important interests of the protecting natural 
resources and encouraging a robust agricultural economy.  
The decision is one many pro-business rulings by the 
Republican dominated Supreme Court and the dairy 
industry is one the states biggest businesses.
 Therefore we will need to work at the state level to pass 
stricter statewide regulations. More on this in the Winter 
newsletter.
 In the meantime, if we do not want to see an expansion 
of CAFOs, we will need to let our purchases speak for us. 
Go to http://www.trustlocalfoods.com/ for a listing of local 
farmers providing quality foods. Many of the venders 
provide organic produce and animal products grown in 
free-range conditions. Organic Valley, a farmer-owned 
cooperative, has over 1766 farm families producing 
dairy, meat, and produce products. Organic Valley is well 
represented in northeast Wisconsin with 37 farms overall, 
and 11 in Manitowoc, six in Door, and 5 each in Brown 
and Kewaunee Counties. Go to their website, http://www.
organicvalley.coop/ to find who your local Organic Valley 
farmer is. Most grocery stores carry the cooperative’s 
products. 
 The concern about CAFOs will be ongoing. Look for 
more in the next issue including concern about the use of 
central pivot irrigation systems for delivering generated 
liquid manure to farm fields from factory farms.
 An excellent resource for information on CAFOs:
The CAFO Reader: The Tragedy of Industrial Animal 
Factories - Daniel Imhoff (Editor)

The Action in CWAC
By Dean Hoegger

 Clean Water Action Council board members took a 
variety of actions on behalf of the membership and the 
community of northeast Wisconsin since the last newsletter. 
Our organization has no paid staff members. The board of 
directors and member volunteers are carrying out the work 
of the organization. Membership dues, our annual meeting 
fundraiser, and donations are paying the expenses for this 
work, including printing, mailing, annual fees, posters, 
media campaigns, fees associated with legal actions, and 
limited travel to hearings, action events and conferences. 
This is why your participation is so important. Your 2012 
paid membership will help us continue to take these actions 
and to keep you informed.
 If your address label has a ’12 after your name, we 
have received your 2012 membership dues. Your volunteer 
check-off will help CWAC connect you to volunteer 
opportunities. Please call or email us when issues arise 
that are of special concern for you. Listing your e-mail 
address in the Action Alerts box will keep you informed of 
environmental concerns, actions we have planned, and ways 
you can participate.
 Read below about actions we have taken in the last 3 
months. In bold and italic letters you will learn how you 
can be active in CWAC activities. Be sure to contact us if 
environmental issues arise in your community. CWAC is 
here to support citizen action. The following are our most 
significant activities since June.

CWAC Opens Green Bay Office, Volunteers 
Needed!
 Thanks to the generosity of a Green Bay businessman, 
we have opened a Green Bay office located at 2020 Riverside 
Drive, which is now open for volunteers to help with our 
activities.  We are very pleased with the location. The office 
looks out upon the Fox River and the former Fort Howard 
Paper Mill, now the Georgia Pacific Corporation. CWAC 
was originally organized in response to toxic dumping into 
the river by Fort Howard and other paper mills. We also 
hope to be more visible to the public with our Riverside 
Drive road sign. 
 WE NEED YOUR HELP. 
There is much to do! Some 
of the tasks are mailings 
for the incinerator hearing 
and membership drive, 
issue research, setting up 
a computer, and computer 
record keeping.  Please 
contact Dean at 920 421-8885, 
if you can help. 
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CWAC Hires Attorney to Force OSGC’s 
Conditional Use Permit Hearing, Now 
Scheduled on October 3 at 5:30 p.m.
 CWAC contracted with Midwest Environmental 
Advocates (MEA) to represent its members and citizens 
opposing the Oneida Tribe’s gasification incinerator. 
As reported in Summer 2012, the CWAC newsletter, 
the Green Bay City Council voted 9-2 to hold a public 
hearing concerning our allegations that the Tribe was 
issued a conditional use permit after its LLC, Oneida 
Seven Generations Corporation (OSGC), made false and 
misleading statements about the project.  Six significant 
misrepresentations were detailed our article. 
 Since the city took no action on scheduling the hearing, 
we sought assistance from MEA to move the Mayor’s office 
to complete the necessary research, determine the hearing 
procedures, and schedule the meeting.  The meeting is 
now scheduled for October 3, in the Green Bay City Hall 
at 5:30 p.m. The Green Bay Press-Gazette reported that 
anyone can provide testimony on whether OSGC misled 
the city in order to obtain a permit for the project and 
further stated that City Planning Director Rob Strong said 
that written comments could also be submitted one week 
prior to the hearing. However, the official notice from the 
city indicates a different purpose for the hearing.  It states, 
“A hearing will be held… to determine if the information 
submitted and presented to the Plan Commission was 
adequate for it to make an informed decision whether 
or not to advance the Seven Generation Conditional Use 
Permit (CUP) that was recommended.” Since the city 
council voted to hold a hearing on whether the CUP should 
be rescinded due to misrepresentations made by OSGC to 
the City, we having MEA look at this difference.
 CWAC leadership believes the city cannot allow the 
Oneida Seven Generations Corporation, or any other 
applicant, to build a facility after making statements during 
the application process, to both city officials and the public, 
that clearly misrepresented the environmental impacts of 
the project. Mayor Jim Schmitt has publicly been making a 

case for not rescinding the permit based on his claims that 
if rescinded, OSGC will sue the City of Green Bay. However, 
the responsibility for a truthful application lies with the 
applicant.  Also weakening the mayor’s argument is the fact 
that little or no construction of the facility has taken place 
since initial site prep in August and September of 2011. The 
photos from August 2011 and September 2012 show little, if 
any site, changes.
 If you are a city resident, we urge you to contact your 
city council member. Ask them to attend the October 3 
hearing, and then vote to rescind the C.U.P. at the next 
city council meeting. Tell them about misleading and false 
statements made by OSGC.
 Email us at contact@cleanwateractioncouncil.org for a 
complete list of the misrepresentations made to the city or 
go to our Facebook page. 
 Members are needed to help address envelopes to send 
out information about the hearing and to make follow-
up calls to persons who signed the petition to oppose the 
project. Please call the office at 920-421-8885 to leave your 
contact info and days available before October 2.
 We are still accepting donations for legal fees, which 
could be as high as $5000.

CWAC Networks with Other Area Organizations
 Board members John Hermanson and Dean Hoegger 
attended the Lakeshore Water Summit sponsored by the 
Lakeshore Natural Resource Partnership (LNRP). They 
learned about the activities of seven other lakeshore 
organizations with a primary focus on water protection.  
Allison Werner, from River Alliance of Wisconsin, 
presented strategies for communicating environmental 
issues to the public. CWAC plans additional strategy 
meetings with LNRP. 
 Dean Hoegger represented CWAC at the Sustain Door 
County September meeting to help plan a sustainability fair 
for next spring. CWAC will help sponsor the sustainability 
fair and we encourage our members to volunteer make 
to this event a success. The fair is planned for Saturday, 

September 2011 September 2012
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April 27, 2013 and will be held in downtown Sturgeon Bay. 
A meeting will be held for volunteers on October 10, 7 PM, 
at the Door County Library. Volunteers may also indicate 
their interest by calling David Lea at 920-333-0096 or 
emailing him at sustaindoor@gmail.com.  The Sustain Door 
website also has details on the 2010 fair.
 Contact us if you would like to represent CWAC at 
meetings of an area environmental group or would like to 
seek support from CWAC for another organization.

Zero Waste Mini-Conference
 CWAC was negotiating with Paul Schultz from the 
City of Dubuque to present in Green Bay on September 24.  
At the Rockford Zero Waste Conference, Schultz gave an 
excellent presentation on Dubuque’s time line for landfill 
reduction, which we hoped he would bring to northeast 
Wisconsin. However, he was not granted leave to travel out 
of state at this time. We hope that will change in the future, 
so he can share Dubuque’s progress. In the meantime, 
CWAC scholarships are still available for attendance at the 
5th Annual Growing Sustainable Communities Conference-
Midwest Region, to be held in Dubuque, Iowa on October 2 
and 3. Contact us for more information.
 Help move your household toward zero waste by 
logging on to the following website for safe disposal of 
household and agricultural hazardous waste collection. 
http://datcp.wi.gov/Environment/Clean_Sweep/index.aspx 
Once there, click on 2012 Agricultural and Household 
Hazardous Waste Collections - 32 page PDF (updated 
9/7/12) for a statewide list of collection centers.

CWAC Continues to Participate in Methane 
Digester Meetings in Maribel
 Board member John Hermanson continued to represent 
CWAC at the proposed digester meetings in Maribel, 
and board member Charlie Frisk continued to advise 
concerned citizens about the hazards of spreading waste on 
fields where there is karste bedrock.  While John reports 
some good news, he also indicates that this project, as 
reported in our Summer 2012 issue, will need continued 
monitoring. On August 8, a motion to change the zoning 
for the proposed site failed when village trustees declined 
to second the motion, thereby dropping the proposal at that 
time. 
 The motion was preceded by testimony from 
concerned citizens, some indicating the site was designated 
an environmental corridor in the village’s 20-year 
comprehensive plan and therefore rezoning was not 
appropriate. Other testimony also included concerns about 
the amount of waste the plant would produce which could 
pose a threat to ground and surface waters. The plant would 
likely produce as much as 60,000 gallons of wastewater 
per day, which would go to the Maribel municipal water 
treatment plant. Manitowoc County water quality specialist, 
Jerry Halverson, presented to the village board saying that 

amount of water, equivalent to a 7 acre, 10-foot deep pond, 
would be discharged to a small stream from the water 
treatment plant. During periods of low water, sink holes 
present in the stream could deliver the discharge through 
the karst bedrock and into the ground water, further 
threatening drinking water reserves.
 Maribel resident Michael Glant reported that on 
September 13, with less than a 24-hour notice, the village 
board met again with rezoning for the project on the 
agenda. While the motion to rezone was seconded this 
time, it failed by one vote.
 If you live in the Maribel area, your participation is 
needed to continue to monitor this project and to attend 
future meetings. Contact board member John Hermanson 
at 920-421-8885 to get involved.

Appleton Coated Papers Consent Decree 
Finalized
 We reported in the Spring 2012 newsletter that our 
attorneys, McGillivray, Westerberg, & Bender LLC were 
negotiating an agreement with Appleton Coated Papers to 
settle our lawsuit filed over violations of the Clean Air Act.  
That case was settled and a Consent Decree was approved 
by the U.S. District Court in which Appleton Coated Papers 
agreed to purchase and retire an additional $75,000 of 
non-municipal solid waste incineration Renewable Energy 
Credits during the years 2012 and 2013.  The purchase must 
also be local, unless the credits would cost 10% more than 
on the national market. Hopefully, this will help to increase 
the demand for renewable energy in our area. The company 
also paid our costs of $27,500 in attorney’s fees
 Another positive result was that the Appleton Coated 
Papers also decided to shut down the coal fired boiler 
that was alleged to have been responsible for the opacity 
violations and replace it with a natural gas fire boiler, which 
will provide far less toxic air emissions.
 If you feel a company is in continual violation of their 
air or water pollution permit, contact us. We may be able to 
help file a citizen suit to end the violation.

CWAC Forms Alliance with Kewaunee Cares 
Organization
 CWAC is pleased to announce that we have formed a 
working alliance with Kewaunee Cares, an organization 
formed in Kewaunee County to advocate responsible 
environmental stewardship with a focus on protecting 
drinking water, preventing cladophora producing run-off, 
and ending illegal burning. Of special concern, is the threat 
to ground and surface waters from concentrated animal 
feeding operations (CAFOs).  Kewaunee County, second 
only to Brown County with the highest number of CAFOs, 
is already experiencing serious well water contamination.
 At the July board meeting, CWAC member and 
Kewaunee Cares organizer, Lynn Utesch, was nominated 
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and approved as our eighth board member and will head 
up our Kewaunee Cares Committee. CWAC has granted the 
committee’s request to pay for water testing of the Ahnapee, 
Kewaunee, and East Twin Rivers.  Water samples will be 
taken at the rivers’ headwaters and compared with samples 
from locations downstream, close to Lake Michigan. Testing 
will be done monthly over a period of one year in order to 
get a baseline for run-off pollution before more CAFO’s are 
built or expanded.   
 If you are a Kewaunee County resident, joining this 
committee may be of interest to you. Contact board member 
and committee chair Lynn Utesch at 920-388-0868.

A Letter from Kewaunee Cares
By Lynn Utesch, Kewaunee Cares organizer and new  
CWAC Board Member

“I looked around and wondered why somebody didn’t do 
something. Then realized…I’m somebody.” - Unknown                                                         
 This quote was the inspiration for our organization, 
Kewaunee C.A.R.E.S. (Citizens Advocating Responsible 
Environmental Stewardship). While waiting for others to 
respond to the problems that were growing in size and ever 
more apparent in Kewaunee County, a group of us realized 
that perhaps we were to be the catalyst for change here. We 
knew that we wanted our name to reflect the core values of 
our beliefs, responsible environmental stewardship, and our 
true care and concern for the future of this beautiful place 
we call home.
 One of the first challenges our organization addressed 
was the air quality in our community. The American Lung 
Association has consistently given Kewaunee County an 
“F” for air quality. We found the excuses, while plausible 
for our poor air quality, were not good enough for us not 
to seek improvements here locally. Although pollution 
rolling up from places like Gary, Indiana, and Milwaukee, 
does affect our air quality here, it is not the sole source of 
our problems. Things like illegal burning and burn barrels, 
commonly used in the rural countryside for trash disposal, 
are problematic in our county. The outdated practice of 
burning trash—which has the ability to release several 
toxic chemicals into the air, including dioxin, the deadliest 
man-made toxin known—is a human health hazard and 
goes beyond being a public nuisance. Burning trash by state 
law is illegal. For nearly two years we fought adamantly 
for Kewaunee County to pass a countywide ordinance to 
protect it’s citizens from the hazards of illegal burning, 
but were unsuccessful. That being said, our efforts were 
not fruitless. We had an extremely successful awareness 
campaign that planted new seeds of awareness within our 
community about proper trash disposal and recycling. We 
recognize that success can be measured in a variety of ways, 
and that awareness is the first small step towards amending 

behaviors that were learned and unquestioned in the past.
 While there are many contributors to our blog 
kewauneecares.wordpress.com, James Olson mans the blog 
and deserves full credit for putting in the time, energy, 
and expertise that it reflects. Jim has spent countless 
hours educating and dispensing information on the blog 
concerning local environmental issues. The gallery portion 
of the blog reflects Jim’s talent as a photographer, and his 
love of nature. Jim’s first blog entry in July of 2011 showed 
photos of two large illegal burns that had occurred in 
Kewaunee County, one at a homestead and the other at an 
industrial farm. These burns, and the trail of toxic plume 
clouds that traveled for miles, were powerful images to see.
 Kewaunee Cares is also very concerned about water 
quality for homeowners, and the health of beautiful Lake 
Michigan and our local lakes, streams, and tributaries.  
Contaminated wells, high in nitrates and/or E-Coli, 
beaches closed due to high E-Coli counts with dense mats 
of cladophora algae, which stink and plague our beaches, 
are a concern to all of us. There are several threats to our 
groundwater safety, including storm water and agricultural 
run-off, sensitive karst areas, high capacity wells and other 
pollutants.
 Kewaunee Cares plans to start water monitoring in 
Kewaunee County this fall. We will be monitoring the 
headwaters and outlets of the East Twin River, the Ahnapee 
River, and the Kewaunee River. We will acquire baseline 
data to help us assess the health of these waterways.
 Our organization is pleased to become a committee of 
Clean Water Action Council. Kewaunee Cares appreciates 
the enthusiastic moral and financial support from CWAC, 
which enables us to make water-monitoring a reality here in 
Kewaunee County. Thank you CWAC!

Meet new Board Member, Lynn Utesch

Lynn Utesch and family are 
small farmers raising grass-fed 
beef and lamb on their 150-acre 
farm in Kewaunee. Formerly of 
Washington Island and living 
on the lakeshore for the last 
20 years, Lynn has witnessed 
first-hand receding lake levels, 
E-Coli problems, algae blooms, 
a variety of invasive species, 
among other issues impacting 

Lake Michigan and our water resources. While believing 
in the principles of good stewardship and sustainability 
in farming, he is acutely aware of farm practices that 
threaten the environment and water quality. Lynn is 
proud and excited to be part of CWAC and looks forward 
to addressing issues that help protect and preserve the 
lakeshore region.
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Emerald Ash Borer  
is here! 
By John Hermanson

 “Eight years after the emerald ash 
borer arrival, 100 percent of the ash 
trees in a community will be dead.”  
states Purdue University professor  
Cliff Sadof.  

 The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) 
was first detected in downtown 
Green Bay’s ash trees in 2009 leaving 
six years for us to treat them or lose 
them. The population curve for EAB 
in a community (unless aggressive 
widespread treatment is used) has 
been described as the “ash tree death 
curve”. It is a population tidal wave that 
goes from little notice to where trees 
that showed no symptoms die in two 
to three years. If trees are not treated 
in the following two or three years we 
are faced with losing as much as 20% 
to 25% of our urban trees in Brown 
County within four years.  
 Neighborhoods with a high 
portion of ash trees will lose significant 
property value, energy savings, storm 
water retention and other aesthetic and 
ecological services that trees provide.   
Our communities’ services can easily 
be overwhelmed. A visit to Chicago 
communities or Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
where it was detected in 2007, will 
highlight the EAB threat. Naperville 
(detected in 2008) is a Chicago 
community that is modeling a great 
response to the EAB challenge. 
     EAB is an insidious insect that 
does not present itself until it is 
well established. Time and again 

communities have been hoodwinked 
into complacency. Our challenge is to 
awake our citizenry to action based on 
current diminishing opportunities.
    Brown County’s 2009 introduction 
of EAB offers us advantages over other 
communities that are further along on 
the “ash tree curve of death” cycle. We 
can learn from these other communities 
and we have an advantage of advanced 
science and technology they did not 
have available —greater knowledge of 
tools, insecticidal combinations, doses, 
timing and techniques and developed 
predictive models based on what we 
do know. The major lesson expressed 
by experts and communities that have 
gone before us is that it is important 
for citizens and municipalities to be 
ahead of the curve. Getting behind 
puts higher EAB population pressure 
on existing trees resulting in poorer 
outcomes and an ever steeper death 
curve. If we fall behind we have less 
opportunities and we inevitably will 
end up with more costs and less canopy 
coverage and the loss of corresponding 
benefits that trees provide.
 Brown County needs to more 
accurately determine where it is on 
this “ash tree death curve.” This should 
be able to take place with reasonable 
certainty and immediacy considering 
the urgency of the matter. As one 
speaker at a recent conference in 
Chicago said as his parting words, 
“You can be too late but not too early.” 
referring to action including treatment. 
Public tree inventories either need to 
be done or updated.  Numbers should 
be run through Purdue’s EAB Cost 
Calculator and/or UW-Stevens Points 
EAB Management Plan Simulator to 
determine:
1) trees requiring immediate removal 
2) trees for which treatment is needed 
to slow rate of death, but which will 
eventually be removed
3) trees for which treatment will 
prevent death.
Myths need to be busted and 
community dialogue needs to happen 
realizing different entities/stakeholders 

have slightly different perspectives on 
the issues especially at first glance as 
well as different lead times for effective 
action such as municipal budgeting 
(Green Bay’s is November 1 for 2013). 
EAB management plans need to have 
a certain amount of flexibility allowing 
for future changing knowledge and 
technology. This process needs grass 
roots support and requires community 
organizing.
 The Brown County Extension and 
your municipal forester are important 
contacts as are certified arborists.  
There is a Brown County Community 
Emerald Ash Borer Working Group 
that includes regional professionals.  
NEW Master Gardeners Association 
is moving forward in the support of a 
community-based organization with 
the purpose of bringing attention 
to support for existing efforts and 
education on the Emerald Ash 
Borer as it relates to Brown County 
stakeholders.
 Over the past several years Purdue 
University Extension has helped 
support community-based groups 
in Indiana on this issue. Neighbors 
Against Bad Bugs (NABB) is a model 
organization spearheaded by Master 
Gardeners with the support of the 
University Extension, neighborhood 
associations and concerned citizens.  
This program raises awareness of 
where ash trees are located through 
ash identification and tree tagging. 
It educates communities about EAB 
management options and where to 
get research-based information and 
provide advice for contracting with 
tree-care professionals. Tree tagging 
events of public right-of-way ash trees 
have been effective. Other thoughts 
might include but are certainly not 
limited to yard signs, bumper stickers 
and bill boards with catchy phrases 
like—“I love your ash - treatment 
works!” or “Your ash is worth saving—
treatment works!” or “Don’t be a stupid 
ash—treat it!”
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 Currently there are three standard 
treatment insecticides, all of which are 
systemic, meaning they are delivered 
to the tree in various methods and 
the tree distributes it via its vascular 
system (this year’s growth ring). 
The only ones that are registered 
for homeowner’s application is 
imidacloprid through a soil drench and 
dinotefuran through a basal bark spray.   
There are various brand names out 
there but there is only one brand that is 
currently registered for do-it-yourself 
homeowners at higher dose levels that 
are needed to acceptably treat larger 
trees. For simplicities sake and not as 
an endorsement Optrol (Xytect 2x) 
is available in Green Bay for about 
thirty dollars and one bottle will treat 
up to about a 20 inch diameter tree 
measured at four and a half feet above 
ground level for a year. The treatment 
procedure takes about five minutes to 
perform and requires modest exertion, 
simple measurement of product and 
one or two gallons of water for the 
product to mix with. Please see the 
EAB Treatment Guide for Brown 
County Residents for further details 
and alternative treatments.
 Homeowners considering their 
options for trees affected by EAB need 
to know that ash tree limbs become 
very brittle within a year of dying. 
This can cause branches to easily 
fracture and cause property damage 

or personal injury.  At this stage tree 
removal is more difficult and often 
costs two to three times more than 
if you had treated or preemptively 
removed the tree. It is not uncommon 
to treat trees that are planned to be 
eventually removed. This is where an 
arborist’s expertise is best utilized. The 
National Tree Benefits Calculator is 
an interesting tool to use to determine 
the ecological and economic benefits a 
20 inch white ash typically provides in 
our urban setting ($270.00 per year).  
If this tree is kept alive until it grows 
to 30 inches it would provide $485.00 
per year in benefits (only twenty more 
years).
 Talk this issue up with neighbors, 
Brown County UW-Extension, 
neighborhood associations, foresters, 
administrators and elected officials. 
Ask your town leaders if a public ash 
inventory has been done and if not, 
windshield surveys of ash are quick, 
inexpensive and can be done with 
volunteers with a half-day’s training 
from the DNR or County Extension 
Office. Now is a good time to plan 
for the best time of year to treat ash 
against EAB. Check out the EAB 
Treatment Guide for Brown County 
Residents online, or contact the Green 
Bay Botanical Garden or your local 
extension office. 
 If you live within 15 miles of 
an area identified as having EAB it 
is recommended that treatment be 
started for the ash trees you decide are 
worth saving.
 If you have any concerns or 
comments please contact John 
Hermanson at 920-217-9264.

For more information:
www.emeraldashborer.wi.gov
www.hort.uwex.edu

Your Elected 
Officials

When communicating with these 
officials, you can use their website 
“Contact” link below, which includes 
your name, address and ZIP 
code so the staff can verify you 
are a constituent of that Member 
of Congress. Be sure to reference 
the bill number and talk about the 
impact of the bill on the district or 
state, and your own reason(s) for 
opposing it. 

Your District’s Congressman

Tom Petri - District 6
https://petri.house.gov/
2462 Rayburn HOB
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-2476
Fax: (202) 225-2356

Sean Duffy - District 7
https://duffy.house.gov/
1208 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-3365 or 
Toll Free: (855) 585-4251
Fax: (202) 225-3240

Reid Ribble - District 8
https://ribble.house.gov/
1513 Longworth HOB
Washington, DC 20515
Phone: (202) 225-5665
Fax: (202) 225-5729

Your U.S. Senators

Ron Johnson
http://ronjohnson.senate.gov/
386 Russell Senate Office Building
Washinton, DC 20510
(202) 224-5323

Herb Kohl
http://kohl.senate.gov/
330 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510
(202) 224-5653
Fax: (202) 224-9787

5

To contact your State 
Assembly person or Senator, 
go to: http://legis.wisconsin.gov

Click on: 
Who Represents Me?
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Legacies, memorials, and direct gifts are deeply appreciated. 
Please contact our treasurer, John Hermanson at 

tug3@centurytel.net for more information.

Meetings - Events - Happenings

~Thursdays, on-going - Volunteers meet to work in the CWAC office at 2020 Riverside Drive,  
Green Bay. Leave a message at the office, 920-421-8885

~Monday, October 1, 7 p.m., UWGB Christie Theatre - iPat* Film Series “Sun Come Up”
a new environmental film/discussion series . iPat stands for impact=population*affluence*technology

~Wednesday, October 3, 5:30 p.m., Green Bay City Hall - Hearing to accept public testimony on  
misrepresentations made by Oneida Seven Generations Corporation in obtaining a conditional use  
permit for their Green Bay gasification incinerator. (see “Action in CWAC”)

~Thursday, October 4, 11, & 25, 5:30 p.m., House of Tawet Cafe - “Transition Thursdays”  
601 N. Broadway and Bond St., Green Bay. Presentations, discussions and videos with eco themes.
 
~Saturday, October 6, 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. - Field to Table Dinner on the Farm fundraiser for Kewaunee 
Cares on the Guardians of the Field Farm, Kewaunee. A chef prepared, five-course meal with local wine 
pairings will be offered for $50 per person. RSVP Fred Depies at freddepies@gmail.com

~Saturday, October 13 - Women’s Employment Project of Door County 4th Annual Home Energy 
Fair, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Cherry Point Mall. For information call Dave at 920-333-0096.

~Wednesday, October 24, 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. - The CWAC Public Health Committee will meet at 
the office at 2020 Riverside Drive, Green Bay. Committee members please confirm. More committee 
members are needed. Phone the office at 920-421-8885 to volunteer.

~Monday, November 19, 7 p.m., UWGB Christie Theatre - iPat Film Series “Last Call at the Oasis”
a new environmental film/discussion series . iPat stands for impact=population*affluence*technology

~CWAC Board of Directors meet the last Wednesday of every month at 6 PM with the exception of  
October, which will be October 24, due to Halloween.  Board meetings are at the Riverside Drive office.

~Tuesday & Wednesday, February 26 & 27 - The 2013 Midwest Manure Summit, at the Radisson 
Hotel & Conference Center in Green Bay. Organized by UW-Extension, this conference was started in 
2009 with the goal of bringing new on-farm manure handling and processing technologies and ideas to 
Wisconsin. New speakers and ideas are lined up for the 2013 event. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
CL
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The newsletter, “Clean Water Action Council 
of N.E. WI” is published quarterly by the 
Clean Water Action Council of Northeast 
Wisconsin, Inc., P.O. Box 9144,
Green Bay, WI 54308, a registered non-
profit charitable, educational organization. 
All contributions are tax-deductible.

2012 Leaders 

Officers
Dean Hoegger, President

920-495-5127

Tom Neuser, Vice-President
920-468-4105

John Hermanson, Treasurer
920-845-5479

Jane Blameuser, Secretary
920-468-1509

Board Members
Charlie Frisk

920-406-6572 

Drew Hoegger
920-606-9388

Bev Watkins, Newsletter 
920-866-3648

Lynn Utesch
920-388-0868

ContaCt us 

By phone:
920-421-8885

If you leave us a message, we will try  
to get back to you within 24 hours.

By mail:
Clean Water Action Council

P.O. Box 9144
Green Bay, WI 54308

By e-mail:
contact@cleanwateractioncouncil.org

Join Clean Water action Council in 2012!

Provide your e-mail address below for an eco-friendly version sent 
privacy protected, but please include your street address also:

E-Mail ________________________________________________

Name(s) _______________________________________________

Address _______________________________________________

City ____________________________State _____ Zip ________

Phone ________________________________________________

Please send me, privacy protected, occasional action alert e-mails  
to this e-mail address:

E-Mail ________________________________________________

Send check or money order to: Clean Water Action Council
    P.O. Box 9144
    Green Bay, WI 54308

PLEASE VOLUNTEER!  
(BE SURE TO NOTE PHONE NUMBER ABOVE) 

 the newsletter  events  website maintenance  mailings
 joining or leading one of the committees   other _________

CoMMIttEEs
non-Point Pollution: Charles Frisk 

special Events: Bev Watkins 
Public Health: Dean Hoegger

Membership, Finance and Fundraising: John Hermanson 
Renard Island: Tom Neuser

Phone numbers are listed under 2012 Leaders

✂

(  ) $20 Individual (  ) $30 Family (this amount would really help)

(  ) $50 Sustaining (  ) $100 Donor (  ) Other $________

(  ) Non-member donation of $ __________for______________

Find us on Facebook for updates on hearings such as  
the Oneida Trash to Energy Project and current 

or upcoming events.

www.cleanwateractioncouncil.org

Date _____________
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The hearing for the OSGC 
gasification incinerator will be 
October 3, 5:30 PM at the Green 
Bay City Hall. See page 5 for details.


